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All About OLLI 

Who We Are 
 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at George 
Mason University offers daytime courses, lectures, spe-
cial events and other activities during eight-week terms 
in the spring and fall, a four-week mid-winter term and a 
six-week summer program. There are no exams, no cred-
its, no college degree required or offered and no age 
threshold.  
 

Course leaders are qualified members of OLLI and others 
who enjoy sharing their knowledge. OLLI is particularly 
proud of its volunteer teachers and speakers, many of 
whom are well-known experts in their fields. The views 
expressed are those of the instructor and do not reflect 
the official policy or position of OLLI or George Mason. 
 

Members pay annual dues, which entitle them to attend 
as many activities as they wish, subject to space availabil-
ity. There may be charges for materials and for some 
special events.  
 

OLLI publishes an email newsletter (OLLI E-News), a cata-
log each term, an online membership directory and the 
Member Handbook. An annual literary journal, OLLI Ink, 
and from time to time, the Poets of OLLI collection are 
also published. 
 

OLLI is one of many Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes 
affiliated with The Bernard Osher Foundation and is also 
a member of the Road Scholar Institute Network. OLLI is 
a nonprofit, equal-opportunity 501(c)(3) organization and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color or na-
tional/ethnic origin. 

 

Where We Are 
 

Most activities are held either at Tallwood, 4210 Roberts 
Road in Fairfax, at the United Christian Parish near Lake 
Anne in Reston or the George Mason site in Loudoun. 
OLLI’s main office is at Tallwood, with satellite offices in 
Reston and the George Mason site in Loudoun (both open 
only during class hours). All sites are handicapped-
accessible and free parking is available. A map and ad-
dresses for all locations are printed on the inside back 
cover. 
 

Catalog Organization 
 

Courses and special events for all three sites are listed 
together, with Fairfax happenings indicated by the prefix 
“F” in the title number, Reston by an “R” and Loudoun by 
an “L.” Ongoing activities are listed together for all sites. 

How to Join 
  

Any person may become a member beginning with the 
winter 2014 term (through fall 2014) by registering 
online at www.olliatgmu.org or by filling in the registra-
tion form on page 28 and submitting it to OLLI with the 
required check(s) or credit card information. There are 
two membership options: 
 Full membership 
 Introductory membership 
Please see page 29 for detailed information. 
 
 

Payment options include paying the membership fee in 
12 monthly installments OR in a one-time payment. See 
page 29 for payment options details. 
 

Prospective members may try us out by visiting up to two 
class sessions or activities that are not oversubscribed. 
Check with a staff member about available seating. 
 

George Mason Privileges 
 

OLLI members are entitled to a George Mason ID card, 
which allows them library privileges and discounts at 
many campus facilities. A free George Mason email ac-
count with access to the George Mason Intranet is also 
available. To apply for an ID card, fill out an application 
available at any OLLI site or on the DocStore and return 
to the Tallwood office or the site assistant at Reston or 
Loudoun. 

 

Important Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 

 

Register online at www.olliatgmu.org 
  

Registrations may also be mailed to: 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

4210 Roberts Road 
Fairfax, VA 22032 

OLLI offers financial assistance for members or 
potential members who would find it a hardship to 
pay the full membership fee. Contact the adminis-
trator at Tallwood for an application. All inquiries 
are kept strictly confidential.   
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OLLI Organization 
 

OLLI is a member-driven organization with its Board 
of Directors elected by the membership. All activities 
are managed by an executive director, staff and vol-
unteers. Fairfax, Reston and Loudoun members are 
represented. 

Board of Directors 
President ……………………………………………… Martha Scanlon* 
Vice President……………………………………………Beth Lambert 
Treasurer …………………………………………………… Dave Mason 
Secretary ………………………………………………… Janet Cochran 

OLLI Program 

Program Committee 
 

Chair…………………………………Kathryn Russell 
 

Ideas for classes may be submitted to the Program 
Associate or appropriate Program Planning Group. 
 

Program Planning Group Chairs  

Art/Music …… Rosemary McDonald, Marianne Metz, 
        Nancy Riley, Ann Youngren 
Economics/Finance ……………………………… Leo Brennan 
History/Current Events ..…………………Emmett Fenlon, 
             Bob Persell, Dick Young 
                      Ray Beery (Loudoun) 
    Richard Kennedy (Reston), Marilyn Hedtke (Reston) 
Humanities and Social Sciences……………Abbie Edwards, 
                                                                        Richard Melanson 
Language/Literature/Theater ………………… Doris Bloch, 
                 Beth Lambert, Claire Smith 
                 Nancy Scheeler (Reston) 
Loudoun Program…Kathleen McNamara, Barbara Wilan 
Religious Studies ………………………………… Steve Goldman 
Reston Program…………………………………… Stan Schretter 
Science/Technology/Health………………… Jeff Rosendhal 
                                            Mary Kornreich (Reston) 
Special Events………………………………………Florence Adler 
            Eric Henderson (Reston) 
              Mary Coyne (Loudoun) 

Ray Beery Ernestine Meyer* 
Stephen Canner Manuel Pablo 
Gordon Canyock* Bill Reader 
Steve Goldman Nancy Scheeler* 
Debbie Halverson Russell Stone 
Paul Howard Dick Young 
Glenn Kamber Bob Zener* 

Jennifer Disano, Executive Director 
* Term Ends June 2014 

Other Key OLLI Positions 
Audiovisual Support……………………………………Paul Howard 
Development …………………………………… Lesley Bubenhofer 
E-news ………………………………………………… Gordon Canyock 

Facilities ………………………………………………… Garrett Cochran 
Finance ……………………………………………………… Dave Mason 
Governance…………………………………………………… Bob Zener 
Landscaping………………………………………Valerie Braybrooke 
Loudoun Coordinator…………………………………Kathie West 
Member Services…………………………………Wendy Campbell 
Member Services, Hospitality………………Sandra Driesslein 
OLLI Historian …………………………………………Palmer McGrew 
OLLI Representative to Arts at Mason ……………Pat Carroll 

Outreach………………………………………………………… Dave Ryan 
Program………………………………………………… Kathryn Russell 
Publications ………………………………………… Mary Jane Steele 
Reston Coordinator ……………………………… Carol Henderson 
Strategic Planning………………………………………Russell Stone 
University Liaison……………………………………………Pat Carroll 
Website…………………………………………………Ernestine Meyer 

Staff 
Executive Director…………………………………Jennifer Disano 

jdisano@gmu.edu    

Administrator …………………………………… Kerin Braudaway 
olli@gmu.edu   

Finance Associate………………………………………Karen Nash 
knash2@gmu.edu  

Program Associate……………………………………… Beth Davis 
edavish@gmu.edu  

Tallwood Site Assistant…………………………………Bill Walsh 
wwalsh1@gmu.edu 

Reston Site Assistant ………………………………… Nick Wenri 
nwenri@gmu.edu 

Loudoun Site Assistant …......…………………… Kathy Breen 
kbreen@gmu.edu 

Contact Information 
Tallwood office, phone …………………………… 703-503-3384 
Executive Director, Jennifer Disano………… 703-503-7866 
Fax……………………………………………………………703-503-2832 
Loudoun site support (during term)…………703-993-4488 

Email……………………………………………………… olli@gmu.edu 

Website ……………………………………………www.olli.gmu.edu 
Member portal ……………………………… www.olliatgmu.org 
Mason mail stop number…………………………………MSN 5C1 
Mason@Loudoun mail stop number……………… MSN 1G9 

Catalog Production 

Editor……………………………………………………………Lee Greene 
Proofreaders …………………… Joan Axilbund, Doris Bloch, 

   Gail Dezube, Sandy Rittenhouse, 
 Susan Van Hemel  

Formatter….………………………………………………… Beth Davis 



 

Courses: January 20–February 14 
Fairfax/Reston/Loudoun 

 For location of class sites, see maps on inside back cover. 
 Unless otherwise noted, classes beginning with an “F” are held at Tallwood, an “R” at United Christian Parish in 

Reston and an “L” at Mason in Loudoun. 

 Class hours are (A) 9:40–11:05, (B) 11:50–1:15 and (C) 2:15–3:40 unless otherwise noted. 
 Additional information on some instructors can be found at http://olligmu.org/profiles/index-profiles.html. 

 

100  Art and Music 

1 

F101  Visual Thinking 
Mondays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Dan Feighery 
Class limit: 20 
At each session attendees will consider what an as-
signed word brings to mind and try to convey that 
thought in a photograph. For example, for the word 
“blue” we might think of happiness under a brightly 
colored sky, or feeling sad. “Silver” may bring to mind 
the light of a silvery moon or flatware. Attendees 
should try to interpret their thoughts or feelings about 
the assigned word in photographs that they will bring 
to class (on a thumb drive) to share and discuss. (Note: 
This course will not address how to use your camera.) 
Dan Feighery is a retired Air Force officer who has attended 
photography courses at Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege and George Mason. He founded the OLLI Photography 
Club and has taught OLLI photography classes. 
 

F102  Understanding Opera, Part 2 
Mondays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Glenn Winters 

This course, recommended for beginners and aficiona-
dos alike, concludes the survey of Virginia Opera’s 
main stage productions for the 2013-2014 season at 
George Mason. Operas to be discussed include Richard 
Strauss’s whimsical comedy Ariadne auf Naxos and 
George Bizet’s classic tragedy Carmen. Students will 
receive comprehensive musical and dramatic analyses 
of each work, accompanied by audio and video        
excerpts.  
Glenn Winters has been Virginia Opera’s community out-
reach musical director since 2004 and addresses thousands 
of Virginians each year for the adult education program Op-
eration Opera. He is the author of The Opera Zoo: Singers, 
Composers and Other Primates and has composed two op-
eras commissioned by Virginia Opera. Winters holds a DM 
degree from Northwestern University. 
 

F103  The Art and Archaeology of 
Ancient Cults in Rome 

Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Stephanie Grimes  

Ancient Rome is often perceived as the quintessential 
ancestor of Western society. Its history spans centu-
ries of expansion and the conquering and cultivation of 
foreign lands. An aspect often overlooked in Rome’s 
history is how its society adapted to foreign cultures 
and concepts, specifically religion. This course will ex-
amine religious cults, both foreign and native to the 
Romans, and how Roman society incorporated other 
religions and practices into its established belief sys-
tem through art, burial practices and literature. Each 
class will focus on a specific religious cult, its origin, 
beliefs and practices. The class will be presented with 
a number of archaeological and art examples to illus-
trate how Rome accepted, and at times reinterpreted, 
the cult’s beliefs. The overarching question throughout 
the course will be: What aspects of a religious cult 
were adopted throughout the Roman Empire and into 
modern Western society? 
Stephanie Grimes recently received her MA in art history at 
George Mason. She specializes in classical art and archaeol-
ogy with an emphasis on Roman expansion into Hellenized 
eastern territories. Stephanie has participated in numerous 
archaeological digs and site visits across the Mediterranean 
in Macedonia, Greece, Italy and Spain.    
 

F104  Bedside Singing 
Thursdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Messiah United Methodist Church,            
6215 Rolling Road, Springfield, Room 203 
Coordinator: Maury Crallé    571-216-2900 

This class is intended to develop a style of quiet, a cap-
pella group singing that could be used to bring comfort 
at the bedside of an ill person. The class will meet each 
week but will not perform outside the classroom dur-
ing this term. Participants should have previously sung 
in a group. Sheet music will be provided from two 
different songbooks, Angels Hovering Around and   

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Feighery_Dan.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Feighery_Dan.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Winters_Glenn.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Winters_Glenn.html
http://olligmu.org/profiles/Grimes_Stephanie.html
http://olligmu.org/profiles/Grimes_Stephanie.html
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drawing pencils #2H, 2B, HB; drawing pens with per-
manent black ink; 3-4 fine-line markers in red, green, 
blue and black; one pad white drawing paper 9”x 12”; 
one pad white Bristol board, 9”x 12”; kneaded rubber 
and white plastic erasers and a plastic sheet to cover 
work space. 
Sigrid Blalock, an instructor of drawing and painting, has 
degrees from Syracuse University and American University. 
Her teaching experience includes several years with OLLI 
and the Smithsonian Associates. 
 

F201  Tax Preparation Simplified  
Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Coordinator: Leo Brennan  

This series of lectures is intended to ease the prepara-
tion of your income tax returns.  
● Jan. 21: A Review of Federal Tax Laws with an Em-
phasis on Senior-related Issues. Thomas Loftus is the 
tax training specialist for AARP Tax-Aide, Virginia. He 
will focus on the preparation of federal income tax 
returns.  
● Jan. 28: A Review of Virginia Tax Laws for Senior 
Consideration. Thomas Loftus will build on the previ-
ous lecture, describing the requirements of Virginia tax 
laws in preparing federal and state tax returns, and 
using the content and organization of your “shoebox” 
to help prepare your returns.  
● Feb. 4: A Chat with a Tax Preparer. John Woods, 
Derek Cundill and Barry DeMaio, experienced tax pre-
parers, will lead a panel discussion on issues, experi-
ences and expenses involved in using tax preparation 
services. This discussion will include planning sugges-
tions for working with a tax preparer and the code of 
ethics required of preparers when assisting customers.  
● Feb. 11: What You Always Wanted to Know about 
Your Taxes but Were Afraid to Ask. Linda de Marlor, 
who teaches tax law to real estate and educational 
institutions, will give a short presentation on issues 
that affect most seniors and then open the session to 
questions on real estate, legal and financial issues. Lin-
da, who has appeared on hundreds of TV and radio 
shows, is returning to OLLI for her eighth season. 
 

Canaanland Classics, which will be used to develop an 
initial common repertoire. In this way, whoever might 
be available on the day of an actual performance will 
know the songs and can fit into an ad hoc bedside 
group. We will practice with Dr. Robert Rudolph, a 
trained musical director. This course is not for beginners. 
Maury Crallé, a former hospice volunteer, has sung in bar-
bershop groups and church choirs for several years.   
 

F105  Watercolor Painting 
Thursdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Leonard Justinian 
Class Limit: 15 

This class will provide an opportunity for watercolor 
painters at all levels to develop fresh skills while learn-
ing new watercolor techniques. Materials required 
include: #1, #6 and/or #8 round watercolor brushes; a 
paint palette for mixing colors; watercolor paper, 140 
lb. cold press (Arches is best but you can use less ex-
pensive paper); a kneaded eraser; a Staedtler white 
plastic eraser; tubes of watercolor paint in white, char-
coal black, cadmium yellow (medium), cadmium red 
(medium) and ultramarine blue, or a starter set of wa-
tercolors. 
Leonard Justinian has been painting for more than 60 years. 
Among other honors, he has received the coveted 
Grumbacher Award. He teaches watercolor painting in his 
Fairfax City studio and is also seen on Fairfax Public Access 
Cable TV, Cox Cable Channel 10 and Verizon FiOS Channel 
10. 
 

R106  The Ongoing Pleasures of   
Music 

Mondays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Gloria Sussman 

This music listening course has continued to live up to 
its promising title. We explore with pleasure the many 
facets of classical music with the help of DVDs and 
YouTube. You may sample the wide variety of last 
term’s musical offerings by searching for Gloria Suss-
man on YouTube. 
Gloria Sussman has been teaching at OLLI since 2000 and 
continues to provide entertaining programs for OLLI at 
Reston. 
 

L107  Drawing 
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Sigrid Blalock 

This class will include basic techniques: 
gesture, contour and drawings to show weight and 
volume. Subjects will include figures in motion, still-life 
objects, portraits and landscapes. Materials needed: 

200  Economics and 
Finance 

http://olligmu.org/profiles/Brennan_Leo.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Sussman_Gloria.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Sussman_Gloria.html
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History
F202  The Tom Crooker Investment 

Forum 
Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Moderator: Al Smuzynski 

The Investment Forum, which meets weekly through-
out the year, addresses investment topics of particular 
interest to retirees. A weekly agenda is distributed and 
each session begins with an open discussion of recent 
events in the economy and financial markets and their 
impact on investment decisions. Member presenta-
tions typically include such topics as recent market 
indicators, stocks, bonds, funds (mutual, exchange-
traded and closed-end), REITS, options, commodities, 
master limited partnerships, sectors, allocations and 
investment strategies. We use analyses and data from 
the financial press. The forum website http://
www.olligmu.org/~finforum/ includes agendas and 
articles of interest submitted by members. 
Al Smuzynski, a retired bank regulator and an advocate of 
affordable housing, currently serves on the boards of Virgin-
ia Community Capital and Community Capital Bank of       
Virginia. 
 

F203  Retired with Questions  
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Coordinator: Leo Brennan 

As seniors look through the kaleidoscope of life, we 
find our world constantly changing. That said, we hun-
ger to know what others are doing in similar situa-
tions. This open forum, an outgrowth of Investment 
Forum and other OLLI classes, is designed to address 
the concerns of seniors regarding a wide range of re-
tirement issues. We will assemble a panel of experi-
enced investors, including: Al Smuzynski, Investment 
Forum moderator; Lou Coglianese, Investment Forum 
member; Mike May, seniors’ financial planner and 
Helen Flynn, seniors’ real estate expert, to provide 
answers to member questions through friendly discus-
sions. Topics to be discussed may include: making your 
money last, annuities, fixed income, asset allocations, 
management of IRAs, staying in your home, downsiz-
ing and moving to a new location.  
● Jan. 23: Class members will identify their areas of 
concern. 
● Jan. 30–Feb. 13: Panel members will address mem-
ber concerns. 

L204  Aging on Your Own Terms 
Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Moderator: Megan Descutner  

The playbook for aging on your own terms provides 
valuable information and resources for seniors about 
health, legal and money matters and living options 
that can help you make decisions that will affect the 
rest of your life. Megan Descutner, a geriatric care 
manager for Golden Pond ElderCare Strategies, will 
moderate a panel of experts that includes: Steve Sim-
mons, MD of DocTalkers; Valerie Geiger of The Geiger 
Firm; Susan Ballenger, director of marketing and ad-
missions for Spring Arbor of Leesburg; Anne Black-
stone, a physical therapist and coordinator of the Ino-
va Loudoun Hospital Outpatient Clinic and Kate 
DeWitt, professional daily money manager for Mom 
Personal Money Matters. The presenters will use case 
studies based on actual situations and questions will 
be welcomed. The fourth session, to be presented by 
Dr. Simmons, will focus on the health conditions that 
most often contribute to the need for assistance and 
services, including what you need to know about deal-
ing with dementia. 
 

 

F301  How a Few Overlooked      
Technologies Changed History 

Mondays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: William Reader 

This course will deliver a brief historical overview of a 
few generally overlooked or taken-for-granted tech-
nologies, such as eyeglasses, clocks, typewriters, air 
conditioning and contraceptive pills, and show how 
they changed history. There will also be a surprise 
technology or two.  
William Reader has a PhD in American social history from 
the University of Massachusetts. He retired in February 
2008 after 37 years with the federal government and has 
since taught a number of history-based OLLI courses.   
 

F302  Civil War Potpourri: Part II 
Mondays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Patrick McGinty 

This class will focus on irregular warfare and terrorism 
before and during the Civil War. We will begin by ex-
amining prewar events in “Bleeding Kansas,” followed 
by John Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry. Our wartime 

300  History  

 

Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 

http://olligmu.org/profiles/Smuzynski_Al.html
http://www.olligmu.org/~finforum/
http://www.olligmu.org/~finforum/
http://olligmu.org/profiles/Smuzynski_Al.html
http://olligmu.org/profiles/Brennan_Leo.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/reader-bill.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/reader-bill.html
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discussion will center on William Quantrill, “Bloody 
Bill” Anderson and the massacres at Fort Pillow and 
Sand Creek. We will pause briefly to ask the question: 
What were the rules of warfare at this time? (The an-
swer may surprise you.) We then switch our focus to 
political assassinations (both successful and unsuccess-
ful), chemical and biological warfare, arson and sabo-
tage. This course differs significantly from the Civil War 
Potpourri course offered during the fall 2012 term; 
therefore, attendance at the previous course is not 
required for this one. 
Patrick McGinty, an OLLI member, is a retired naval officer 
with an MA and PhD from Georgetown University. He 
taught history courses for University of Maryland University 
College from 1989 to 2007, where his primary areas of con-
centration were the histories of terrorism, violence and sub-
stance abuse in America. 
 

F303  Russia Study Group 
Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Moderator: Gordon Canyock 
Class limit: 30 

Russia continues to play a major role in international 
affairs, often as a thorn in the side of its neighbors and 
the U.S. This enigmatic nation wields considerable eco-
nomic power in Europe and Central Asia and retains a 
huge nuclear arsenal. This seminar will examine vari-
ous aspects of contemporary Russia, including the rise 
of a disaffected urban middle class, Putin’s appeals to 
traditional Russian nationalism, its foreign policy goals 
and the prospects for the modernization and reform of 
both its economy and its military. Each week short ar-
ticles or website references will be emailed to the class 
in order to prepare for discussions that will follow brief 
lectures.  
Gordon Canyock is a long-time OLLI member with an MA in 
Soviet Area Studies from the University of Kansas. He served 
as the commandant of the U.S. Army Russian Institute and 
as military attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. He later 
worked in Russia for the State Department as a special assis-
tant for humanitarian aid. 
 

F304  National Park Ranger             
Potpourri VI 

Tuesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Jewish Community Center 
Coordinators: Michael T. Kelly, Emmett Fenlon 

It’s back for Round 6! Due to the level of interest 
raised by the “potpourri” concept during the 2009-
2013 winter terms, the National Park Service proudly 
offers four new “mystery” topics. We hope to explore 
fascinating stories and personalities that most people 

rarely, if ever, associate with either Washington, D.C. 
or the repertoire of National Mall park rangers. If you 
desire to learn more about obscure local connections 
to our national heritage, then join us for a fascinating 
journey of discovery.  
National Park Service rangers have participated with OLLI in 
over 75 thematic courses, special events and trips since 
2001. 
 

F305  W.W. II: German Battleships 
and Birth of the Atomic Age 

Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 5 
Three sessions 
Instructor: Alan McKie 

● Jan. 22: The Graf Spee. One of Hitler’s secret weap-
ons, prowling the South Atlantic at the outbreak of 
World War II, this technically advanced “pocket battle-
ship” wreaked havoc with ships supplying Great Britain 
with much-needed food from South America. It took 
eight British battle groups, including three battleships, 
two battle cruisers and four aircraft carriers—plus a 
large measure of intrigue—to put her out of action. 
Recently uncovered evidence tells us why her captain 
chose not to fight his way out of Montevideo harbor. 
● Jan. 29: The Bismarck and Tirpitz. Unable to chal-
lenge Great Britain’s navy with a high-seas fleet, Ger-
many built several battleships to ravage British mer-
chant shipping in the North Atlantic. The Bismarck was 
sunk on its first foray but its sister ship, the Tirpitz, tied 
up large numbers of British warships desperately 
needed elsewhere. The many attempts to sink the Tir-
pitz in the fjords of Norway are a story of determina-
tion and frustration lasting more than three years. 
● Feb. 5: The Birth of the Atomic Age. The conquest of 
Tinian Island by Allied Forces in W.W. II led to the con-
struction of the largest airfield in the world to serve as 
a base for B-29s to bomb Japan into submission. The 
fateful flight of the Enola Gay from Tinian in August 
1945 to drop the first of the only two atomic bombs 
used in wartime has produced a continuing controver-
sy surrounding the public display of this particular air-
craft. It has also provided new insights into the debate 
regarding the morality of using atomic weapons.   
Alan McKie retired from federal service as a senior execu-
tive in 1994. Since then he has served as a volunteer re-
search and tour docent at the National Museum of the U.S. 
Navy, located at the Washington Navy Yard. 
 

http://olligmu.org/profiles/canyock-gordon.html
http://olligmu.org/profiles/canyock-gordon.html
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F306  On the Road to Wounded Knee 
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Ephriam D. Dickson III 

During the 19th century, American expansion west-
ward collided with the Lakota (or Sioux) nation, the 
most powerful society on the northern Great Plains. 
Discover how events, from Lewis and Clark to the    
Bozeman Trail War, and from the Little Bighorn to the 
Wounded Knee Massacre, have shaped Lakota society 
today. 
Ephriam D. Dickson III taught OLLI classes at the University 
of Utah for five years. He recently moved to Northern Vir-
ginia to join the project team for the new National Museum 
of the U.S. Army to be located at Fort Belvoir.  
 

F307  A Clash of Empires: Europe and 
the New World 

Thursdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: John C. Carter 

The discovery and settlement of Virginia and the New 
World by Europeans was nothing less than an invasion 
of a land occupied by existing native empires. England, 
France and Spain justified their conquest of the 
“barbaric” Indian peoples based on their claim that 
they sought to bring them to civility and Christianity. It 
was more than a clash of cultures, however. It was 
war, based on European economic and political goals 
in which the indigenous people were viewed as merely 
obstacles, like the mountains and the forests that 
needed to be overcome. The Indians, however, fought 
back against the invaders while skillfully maneuvering 
themselves into alliances with European powers in an 
effort to preserve their own empires. We will follow 
the progress of Indian-European relations up to 1850.  
John C. Carter graduated from Ferrum College and the Uni-
versity of Tennessee and earned master’s degrees at George 
Mason in history and psychology. He worked for over 35 
years in university administration, retiring recently from 
Christopher Newport University. 
 

R308  The Battle of Britain 
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Feb. 6–Feb. 13  
Two sessions 

Instructor: Douglas Hottel 

Most scholars, armchair historians and the general 
public have agreed that the outcome of the 1940 An-
glo-German air war over England, France and the Eng-
lish Channel prevented a German invasion and occu-
pation of Britain. But facts have merged with legend 
to blur the reality of the struggle for air supremacy. 
This two-session program will include a review of the 
larger strategic context, air combat tactics, emerging 

technologies and key decisions that determined the 
outcome in Britain’s favor. To present a 1940 perspec-
tive of the desperate struggle the presentation will in-
clude film, graphic displays, extracts from interviews of 
surviving air crews on both sides and the experiences of 
ordinary British citizens.  
Douglas Hottel, an OLLI member since 2010, is a retired 
naval intelligence officer and Department of Defense analyst 
and operations manager. He has a BA in history and political 
science from Bethany College, an MA in international stud-
ies from the Catholic University of America and an MA in 
national security and strategic studies from the U.S. Naval 
War College. 
 

L309  Engineers of Victory in World 
War II, Part 2 

Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Mark Weinstein  

This is Part 2 of an earlier course. Part 1 covered the 
management and technology efforts that began in 
1940 and made the U.S. the Arsenal of Democracy. 
Part 1 concluded with the development and organiza-
tion of a new field, operational research, which provid-
ed the new weapons and technologies that would 
counter the early success of Germany’s U-boats. Part 2 
picks up with the January 1943 Casablanca Confer-
ence, where Churchill and Roosevelt proclaimed the 
grand design for the invasion of Europe and the even-
tual campaign against Japan. What followed for the 
next year and a half were the most massive planning 
and supply operations in history as the U.S. sought to 
overcome the formidable and technologically ad-
vanced defenses of Germany and Japan. 
● Jan. 22: Winning Command of the Air. The Battle of 
Britain, the bombing of the German heartland and the 
development of the long-range escort fighter.  
● Jan. 29: Stopping a Blitzkrieg. The use of armor and 
special weapons.  
● Feb. 5: Seizing an Enemy-held Shore. The planning, 
special crafts, artificial harbors, ingenious fuel pipe-
lines and technologically supported deception. 
● Feb. 12: Defeating the Tyranny of Distance in the 
Pacific. U.S. Naval command and control, amphibious 
landing craft, the B-29 and the story of the Seabees.  
Mark Weinstein, a six-year OLLI member, is a retired electri-
cal engineer and a docent at both Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museums. 
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Literature, Theater and Writing 
F402  Poetry Workshop 
Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Moderators: Mike McNamara, Jan Bohall 
Class Limit: 18 

This workshop allows both novice and experienced 
poets the opportunity to share their work with others 
and to receive suggestions for improvement. Work-
shop members should bring an original poem in draft 
or revised form to each session. Two poems should be 
sent to the office for duplication one week before the 
first workshop and a third poem brought to the first 
session. 
Mike McNamara, an OLLI member, has been published in 
several literary journals and magazines and has been a re-
cipient of awards in the Poetry Society of Virginia’s annual 
competitions. 
Jan Bohall, also an OLLI member, has had poems published 
in various periodicals and has won awards in the 2012 and 
2013 Poetry Society of Virginia contests. 
 

F403  Chinua Achebe’s African       
Trilogy 

Tuesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Barbara Nelson 

Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe, the father of 
African literature in English, died in 2013. We will care-
fully examine three of his seminal works, known col-
lectively as “The African Trilogy,” which show Nigerian 
society caught between tribal tradition and the de-
mands of a rapidly changing society. Things Fall Apart 
(1958) is the story of the Igbo leader Okonkwo, who 
struggles to adjust to the changes caused by British 
colonization and Christianity in the 1890s. In No Long-
er at Ease (1960), Obi Okonkwo, Okonkwo’s grandson 
who has been educated in England, returns to Lagos 
only to clash with the ruling elite, to which he believes 
he now belongs. Arrow of God (1964) is set in the 
1920s and focuses on the conflict of chief priest Ezuelu 
with the British, eager to get on with their role as civi-
lizers and missionaries after World War I. The first 
class will present Chinua Achebe as a writer, poet, pro-
fessor and critic. The three short novels then will be 
read for class discussion in their order of publication. 
These novels are available individually or in a single 
volume. The instructor will use the Everyman Library 
compilation (ISBN 978-0-307-59270-5). 
Barbara Nelson, an OLLI member, taught for over 30 years 
at the secondary level, the last 20 at Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Technology. She has taught a num-
ber of classes at OLLI, including The Iliad, The Aeneid, Soph-
ocles’ plays, Dante’s Inferno and dystopian literature. 
 

L310  Civil War Naval Actions and the 
Rules of War 

Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Keith Young 

During the Civil War there were several significant 
joint operations by the Union army and navy, two on 
the Gulf Coast and one on the Atlantic seaboard. 
These successful operations demonstrated a need for 
improving this type of warfare while showing its po-
tential. The Civil War also laid the foundation for the 
first comprehensive codification of the laws of war. Dr. 
Francis Lieber, working with a board of four Union 
generals, brought order to the largely unwritten set of 
rules for warfare that had evolved over several centu-
ries of political usage and custom. The following topics 
will be covered:   
● Jan. 23: The Fall of New Orleans. The early surrender 
of the South’s largest and wealthiest city in 1862. 
● Jan. 30: The Battle of Mobile Bay. A Union victory 
sealing the major port of Mobile in 1864. 
● Feb. 6: Fort Fisher and Wilmington. The last major 
stronghold of the Confederacy to fall, 1864-1865. 
● Feb. 13: General Order No. 100. Dr. Francis Lieber 
and the codification of the rules of war.    
Keith Young, a retired naval officer with an interest in mili-
tary history, lectures on many Civil War and World War II 
topics. 
 

 

F401  Readers’ Theater 
Mondays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Coordinator: Russell Stone  
Class limit: 28 

OLLI’s unique brand of Readers’ Theater is great fun 
for the hams among us! If the idea of acting appeals to 
you, come and give it a try. Scripts are usually short 
skits, acts or scenes from longer plays. Parts are hand-
ed out each week for the following week. Occasionally 
a longer script needs a designated director. We do not 
memorize parts; instead we rehearse them before 
class with our fellow actors. Rehearsals often take 
place between OLLI classes, but also can be done by 
phone if there are just two characters. Props or cos-
tumes are not required, but the actors often dress for 
the part in some way––perhaps with a hat or scarf. 
Time between skits allows for kudos, comments and 
suggestions from the audience. 
 

400  Literature, 
Theater and 

Writing 
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Literature, Theater and Writing 
F407  From Page to Stage 
Thursdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Coordinators: Ken Elston, Doris Bloch 

Join faculty members from George Mason’s 
School of Theater as they explore part of the Mason 
Player’s Season of Discovery, which will transport audi-
ences to some of the great landmarks of the theater. 
Aphra Behn’s 1677 play The Rover will be the subject 
of discussions regarding directing, design, stage com-
bat and style. The Rover runs from March 27 to April 6 
in Mason’s TheaterSpace. 
 

R408  Telescoping Time 
Mondays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Jane Catron 

This class is being offered in response to students’ re-
quests that the Telescoping Time class of winter 2013 
be continued. Again, the poems we study will revolve 
around the subject of time and we will not include any 
previous poems. Class members are encouraged to 
participate—class discussions were a major factor in 
making the previous course so lively and stimulating. 
You do not have to have attended the earlier class to 
join this one. Copies of the poems will be given out in 
class. 
Jane Catron is a retired English teacher who taught for 26 
years at McLean High School. For the last 10 years she has 
offered many classes at OLLI on poetry and novels. 
 

R409  Milton’s Paradise Lost 
Mondays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Chad Loewen-Schmidt 

We will read and discuss John Milton’s epic poem Par-
adise Lost. We will also touch on some of the ongoing 
debates in Milton scholarship, his place in political and 
literary history and the history of art depicting charac-
ters and scenes from his most famous poem. 
Chad Loewen-Schmidt, an assistant professor at Shepherd 
University, was inspired to become a scholar of literature in 
part because of his passion for Milton. 
 

R410  Four by Four 
Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Kay Menchel  

This is a repeat of F404. 
See F404 for instructor information. 
 

F404  Four by Four 
Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Kay Menchel  

This class will take a look at four short stories by four 
different authors. We will discuss how each author 
approaches the short story format, what makes a 
short story successful and whether the style of the 
short story differs from the author’s longer works. Se-
lections will be posted on DocStore before the regis-
tration period. 
Kay Menchel, who grew up in Yorkshire, England, is a lawyer 
who also has an MA in English literature from George Ma-
son. She looks forward to sharing her passion for English 
literature with OLLI members. 
 

F405  Let’s Read:  Louise Erdrich 
Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Carolyn Sanders 

Poet, short-story writer and prolific novelist all de-
scribe Louise Erdrich. American Indians are featured in 
many of her books, including the two we will read: The 
Round House and The Painted Drum, both of which are 
available from Fairfax County libraries, bookstores and 
online. 
Carolyn Sanders is an OLLI member who can’t do a lick of 
work if there’s an unread book in the house. 
 

F406  Haiku for Fun  
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Mike McNamara 

The familiar 5-7-5 syllable verse form known as haiku 
has enjoyed a profound effect on Western poetry and 
philosophy. In Japan and elsewhere it has attracted 
many anxious to explore its short, direct expression 
and apparent ease of preparation. But there is a vast 
depth beneath the tip of this Oriental iceberg that we 
will explore with examples from Basho through Jack 
Kerouac to the present day. We will also visit haiku’s 
usually raucous sister, senryu, that laughs at the iro-
nies of the human comedy. We will conclude with an 
opportunity to compose in both verse forms. This class 
is a reprise of one first taught in February 2009 at OLLI 
(but far better). 
Mike McNamara is a retired U.S. Army colonel with degrees 
in English literature from Rutgers University and the Univer-
sity of Kansas. He is co-moderator of the OLLI Poetry Work-
shop, and is a published and award-winning poet. He has 
taught several courses in Shakespearian drama, Internation-
al poetry, light verse and military affairs.   
 

 

Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/bloch-doris.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Menchel_Kay.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Menchel_Kay.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Menchel_Kay.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/mcnamara-mike.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/mcnamara-mike.html


8 

Literature, Theater and Writing 
R411  Literary Roundtable 
Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Reston’s Used Book Shop at Lake Anne 
Moderators: Janice Dewire, Carol Henderson 
Class limit: 23 

This short-story discussion class will conclude the an-
thology One World: A Global Anthology of Short Sto-
ries, assembled by a collective called the One World 
group of authors, most still living and writing. Pub-
lished in 2009 by New Internationalist Publications, 
they range across continents, countries, cultures and 
landscapes. The authors this term come from India, 
Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Australia and the U.S. Registrants 
must provide their own copies of the book, available 
for $13 to $17 from bookshops and online vendors. 
Janice Dewire and Carol Henderson are enthusiastic Liter-
ary Roundtable participants and former OLLI Board mem-
bers who took on the moderator role some years ago for 
this popular course, one of the longest-running in Reston. 
 

R412  The Story of Gilgamesh  
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Jan. 30 
Two sessions 
Instructor: Diane Thompson 

During the first session we will watch the 30-minute 
Gilgamesh segment of “Invitation to Literature,” a 
wonderful video series prepared by the Annenberg 
Corporation and WGBH Boston. Then we will discuss 
this ancient epic that tells of heroes and dramatic 
fights against monsters, a great flood and a journey to 
the underworld. In the second session we will look at 
some interesting parallels between parts of the story 
of Gilgamesh and parts of Genesis. We will compare 
the way the harlot transforms Enkidu from half-animal 
and half-human to entirely human through her sexuali-
ty and the way Adam and Eve are transformed into 
fully human beings by eating the apple. Then we will 
look at the flood story in Gilgamesh and note its re-
markable similarities to the flood story in Genesis. 
Conclusions may be drawn and are always welcome. 
Diane Thompson received her PhD in Comparative Litera-
ture at the City University of New York in 1981 and has been 
teaching English and world literature at Northern Virginia 
Community College ever since.  
 

L413  Books! Books! Books! 
Mondays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 27–Feb. 3 
Two sessions 
Coordinators: Sigrid Blalock, Kathleen McNamara 
Class limit: 15 

Attention: avid readers. What are you reading? Partici-
pants should be prepared to give a brief synopsis of 

the books they are reading, including title, author, 
date of publication and critique of content. Join this 
new discussion group to share your current reading 
choices and learn what’s new in fiction and nonfiction. 
 

L414  Memoir Writing 
Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11  
Instructor: Kathie West 

Come and re-live some of your memories 
as we go down the memoir highway. We will focus on 
the idea of memoir and present some writing tech-
niques and templates for you to use as you start 
writing your memoirs. Bring your ideas, thoughts and 
pencils as we begin this journey. 
Kathie West, an OLLI member, is a former high school thea-
ter teacher at Robert E. Lee High School and Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science and Technology. 
 

L415  Discovering India Through Its 
Emerging Novelists 

Tuesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 21–Feb. 11  
Instructor: Patty Z. Means 

The past few decades have seen many new titles of 
fiction and nonfiction emerging from the South Asian 
subcontinent of India and Pakistan. Besides Nobel win-
ners like Tagore, Naipal and Rushdie, many other 
works have been honored with high international 
praise: The God of Small Things, The Interpreter of 
Maladies and The Song of the Road top the list. Trans-
lated for English readers, these stories are set in the 
exotic worlds of Bengal, Kerala, Punjab and Mumbai. 
This course asks why these new, imaginative works are 
capturing Western readers and how these writers 
brought enlightening motifs and themes to the West-
ern psyche. Join this geographic hopscotch around the 
Indian subcontinent as we discover its inventive new 
literary stars through lecture, media and class discus-
sion. A list of suggested readings can be found on the 
OLLI DocStore. 
Patty Z. Means teaches in the language and literature divi-
sions of both Northern Virginia Community College and the 
University of Maryland University College. 
 

L416  Writers’ Workshop: Writing the 
Mind Alive 

Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Facilitator: Ed Sadtler 
Class Limit: 10 

This class uses a roundtable format that fosters an en-
vironment for writers of all levels to give and receive 
encouragement, feedback and constructive criticism. 
All genres of writing are welcome, including poetry, 
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Languages 
fiction, memoirs and historical pieces. All of these cat-
egories share the same underlying commitment: to 
write a compelling work that fully conveys the author’s 
intentions. 
Ed Sadtler, an OLLI member, has been writing and occasion-
ally publishing poetry for many years. 
 

L417  Readers’ Theater in Loudoun 
Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Coordinators: Kathie West, Charles Duggan, Lynn    
Gramzow 
Class Limit: 24 

If you love the theater and are intrigued by the idea of 
trying to step into someone else’s shoes, join our 
group. Develop your reading and acting skills, learn 
more about plays and play-reading and enjoy inter-
acting with other “hams.” Each week members of the 
class either perform as characters in a play or are part 
of the audience. Participants should plan to set aside 
time to rehearse with other performers before pre-
senting to the class. 
 

L418  Shakespeare’s Antony and   
Cleopatra 

Wednesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Richard Wilan 

We will explore, through lecture and discussion, the 
struggle of the two lovers to transcend their own limi-
tations as they are caught between the political power 
of Rome and the seduction of Egypt. Students should 
have access to any edition of the text. 
Richard Wilan received a BA from Amherst College, an MAT 
from Harvard University and a PhD from the University of 
Maryland, where his dissertation was on Shakespeare’s 
Troilus and Cressida. He recently retired from Northern 
Virginia Community College, where he taught writing and 
Shakespearean literature for many years. 
 

L419  Masters of Science Fiction: 
the Golden Age 

Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Agatha Taormina 

Science fiction’s Golden Age dates from the late 
1930s, when John W. Campbell assumed the editor-
ship of Astounding. He and the authors he discovered 
and mentored shaped the stories and themes of mod-
ern science fiction. In this course we will first examine 
Campbell’s impact on the genre and also some key 
stories published in the 1930s and 1940s. Subsequent 
sessions will each focus on the works and influence of 
the Big Three science fiction authors who dominated 

the mid-century: Isaac Asimov, Robert Heinlein and 
Arthur C. Clarke. 
Agatha Taormina, an OLLI member, received a doctor of arts 
degree from Carnegie-Mellon University, where her disserta-
tion discussed the function of archetypes in science fiction. 
She taught English for many years at the Loudoun Campus of 
Northern Virginia Community College and currently teaches 
online for the college’s Extended Learning Institute. 
 

L420  Vanity Fair 
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Kay Menchel 

William Makepeace Thackeray described his most fa-
mous novel as one that has “a great quantity of eating 
and drinking, smoking, cheating, fighting, dancing and 
fiddling: there are bullies pushing about, bucks ogling 
the women, knaves picking pockets, policemen on the 
look-out, quacks bawling in front of their booths, and 
yokels looking up at the tinseled dancers and poor old 
rouged tumblers.” In addition to all of this we also 
meet one of literature’s most delightful characters: 
Becky Sharp.  
See F404 for instructor information. 
 

F501  Basic Spoken Spanish 
Mondays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Ligia Glass 

This class is for students with no previous knowledge 
of Spanish (or who do not remember a lot). It will de-
velop basic conversational skills and present everyday 
situations that students may encounter when traveling 
or living in Spanish-speaking countries, or when deal-
ing with Spanish-speaking people in the United States. 
It will provide students with essential vocabulary that 
they can use in a variety of practical contexts. No text 
is required. 
Ligia Glass, a native of Panama, has master’s degrees from 
the University of Kansas and George Mason. She has 15 
years of teaching experience at Northern Virginia Communi-
ty College. 
 

F502  Spanish Conversational Forum 
Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Bernardo Vargas 
Limit: 16 

This ongoing conversational forum meets regularly 
during the year. The objectives are to practice the 

500  Languages  
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Religious Studies 
Spanish language and learn about Spanish/Latino cul-
ture through articles, photographs, videos and speak-
ers. Classes are conducted entirely in Spanish. English 
will be used only occasionally to explain grammar and 
idiomatic expressions. A prerequisite for this class is an 
ability to converse at the high intermediate to ad-
vanced level. Students are encouraged to make 
presentations in Spanish on timely topics of their 
choosing. Come join us and improve your Spanish 
while learning and having fun! 
Bernardo Vargas, a graduate of the Pontificia Catholic Uni-
versity Javeriana in Bogotá, Colombia, is an editor of an 
online Spanish newspaper. 
 

F503  Basic Latin I (continued) 
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Alana Lukes 
This continuing basic course is for anyone who always 
wanted to learn Latin but never did, as well as those 
who recall little of previous Latin studies beyond amo, 
amas, amat. We take a modern, non-traditional sight, 
sound and Internet approach to this ancient language 
as we explore the Latin grammar, vocabulary and re-
stored pronunciation of the 1st century CE. Class 
meetings employ a media version of the North Ameri-
can Cambridge Latin Course, Unit 1, 4th edition text. 
Purchase of the text for home study is optional. A fee 
of $5 for students not previously enrolled in the fall 
class will be due after confirmation of enrollment. 
Alana Lukes, an OLLI member, has taught Latin for over 25 
years at the middle school, high school and college levels. 
She has published articles and given presentations both local-
ly and nationally on her Latin classroom teaching techniques. 
 

R504  Basic Beginning Spanish 
Mondays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Joanne Becker 

This class will introduce you to basic Spanish expres-
sions and vocabulary to help you cope in various situa-
tions. Some fundamental phrases will be taught to 
help you with greetings, introductions, asking for di-
rections and making purchases in a store or market. 
You will learn how to recognize words that are similar 
in Spanish and English and learn some tricks to help 
you decipher words and understand what they mean. 
All instruction will be conducted according to the 
needs and pace of the students. 
Joanne Becker, an OLLI member, taught in the Fairfax Coun-
ty school system for 22 years, the last 10 years at Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology. She has 
studied and traveled in several Spanish-speaking countries, 
including home-stay study programs in Mexico and Spain. 

F601  The Jesus of History 
Mondays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Jack Dalby 

New Testament scholar John Dominic Crossan once 
said, “It is impossible to avoid the suspicion that histori-
cal Jesus research is a very safe place to do theology 
and call it history, to do autobiography and call it biog-
raphy.” So just who was the Jesus of history? Was he a 
Cynic philosopher, Marxist, revolutionary zealot, pro-
tofeminist, prophet, son of God, magician or God? Over 
the past 2,000 years, all these titles, and many more, 
have been applied to the carpenter’s son from Naza-
reth. In this fast-paced, academically-based course, we 
will attempt to reveal the authentic Jesus of history by 
examining what modern historians have to say about 
this enigmatic 1st century Palestinian Jew. Topics for 
discussion will include sources for the historical Jesus 
and the critical methods historians use to evaluate 
these sources. We will also examine what historians 
have written about the major chapters in the life of 
Jesus. Ample time will be available before, during and 
after class for in-depth questions. Owning a copy of the 
New Testament is useful, but not mandatory. 
Jack Dalby, president of White Oak Communications, is an 
OLLI member who has taught classes on the historical Jesus, 
St. Paul and early Christianity. He holds a BS in communica-
tion arts from James Madison University and has taken grad-
uate classes with the George Mason History Department. 
 

F602  Jewish and Christian Religious 
Philosophers 

Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: John Rybicki 

This is a videoconference transmission of course L606. 
 

F603  The Evolution of the Haggadah 
and the Passover Seder 

Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Jan. 28 
Two sessions 
Instructor: Gilah Goldsmith 

● Jan. 21: The History of the Passover Haggadah. The 
haggadah, the manual for conducting the annual Pass-
over ritual known as the seder, has existed in one 
written form or another since the middle of the 9th 
century CE. Over 5,000 editions have been published. 
It is a peculiar collection of prayers, songs, tall tales, 
Biblical quotations and rabbinic speculation designed 

600  Religious   
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Religious Studies 
to enable each participant to experience the Exodus 
from Egypt. We will explore what the many iterations 
of the haggadah can tell us about the social, intellectu-
al and religious life of the Jewish people across history 
and cultures. 
● Jan. 28: The Evolution of the Passover Seder. In any 
given year, more American Jews participate in a Passo-
ver seder than engage in any other Jewish ritual or 
observance. Over more than 2,000 years, the ritual 
meal has evolved from an animal sacrifice at the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem to a communal meal. While retaining 
its ancient structure, the seder has been repeatedly 
adapted to reflect the concerns of Jewish people and 
communities. We will examine how the seder has 
evolved with emphasis on the historical context of that 
evolution, including the religious, political and social 
concerns that continue to motivate it.  
Gilah Goldsmith, a graduate of Harvard University and 
George Washington University Law School, is a retired gov-
ernment attorney who has led the weekly Torah study 
group at Beth El Hebrew Congregation for the past 20 years. 
She has a collection of approximately 300 haggadahs, rang-
ing from a facsimile of a medieval manuscript to modern 
pamphlets. 
 

F604  Topics in Religion 
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Steven C. Goldman 

● The Theology of Les Miserables. Sacrifice, for-
giveness, the refusal of forgiveness, repentance, re-
demption, law, justice, grace, mercy, pride, greed, hu-
mility, perfected love. These are some of the grand 
themes of the human condition that are explored in 
Victor Hugo’s classic 19th century novel Les Misera-
bles. In two sessions we will examine how Les Misera-
bles presents a romantic, sublime theology that chal-
lenges us to introspection regarding our own ethical 
standards and interpersonal relationships.  
● Slavery, the Bible and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Ad-
dress. In his second inaugural address, Abraham Lin-
coln highlighted the irony that both North and South 
used the same Bible to declare their cause to be just. 
Who had the better case based on Biblical texts? How 
did Abraham Lincoln read the Bible and how did it in-
fluence his understanding of slavery and the Civil War? 
In this session, we will explore the answers to these 
questions and see how Lincoln crafted an elegant argu-
ment regarding the hand of God in human history.  
● Does the New Testament Teach that God Is a Trinity? 
Almost all Christian denominations believe that God is 
a Trinity composed of three co-equal persons: Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Is it possible to be a Christian with-
out believing that God is a Trinity, or is this a funda-
mental article of faith? In this session we will explore 
what the New Testament says about this doctrine.  
Steven C. Goldman is a member of OLLI’s Board of Directors 
and also serves as chair of OLLI’s Religious Studies Program 
Planning Group. He has taught numerous courses on alter-
native understandings of Biblical doctrines.   
 

R605  Basics of Islam 
Mondays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Farhanahz Ellis 

Islam is a faith we hear about on an almost daily basis, 
but what do we really know about it?   
● What are the basics of Islam and what do they have 
in common with other faiths? 
● What is the shared origin of the Quran, Islam’s holy 
book, with other holy books? 
● Who are the Sunnis, who are the Shias and what are 
the differences between them?  
● What is the reality behind Islam’s treatment of wom-
en, and why are there so many misconceptions?  
Farhanahz Ellis is the interfaith and outreach director for 
the All Dulles Area Muslims Society and serves as a Muslim 
chaplain at George Mason. 
 

L606  Jewish and Christian Religious 
Philosophers 

Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: John Rybicki 

This class will focus on an investigation of key philoso-
phers and philosophies in developmental Judaism and 
Christianity, with an emphasis on methodologies, simi-
larities and divergent views. We will pair Jewish and 
Christian philosophers: Philo of Alexandria and John 
the Evangelist (both 1st century), and Maimonides 
(12th century) and Thomas Aquinas (13th century). 
Topics will include the nature and attributes of God 
and how He is made known, creation, scripture, wis-
dom and the purpose and inherent capabilities of hu-
mankind. These religious thinkers have had a profound 
effect on the development of specific traditions that 
exist to this day. 
John Rybicki, OLLI’s longtime instructor in religious studies, 
presents lively, informative lectures that encourage        
participation. 
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Humanities and Social Sciences 

F651  Tribal Cultures of Afghanistan 
and Central Asia 

Mondays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Johnnie Hicks 
Class Limit: 30 

Tribal cultures are the world’s oldest form of society, 
yet the least understood in the modern world. There 
are large tribal groups who still practice their cultures 
and traditions throughout the Middle East, Africa, the 
Americas and other places around the world. This class 
will focus on the tribal cultures of Afghanistan, Paki-
stan and the five other “stans” of Central Asia. Class 
topics include: 
● Understanding the Nature of Tribal Cultures. 
● The “Stans” of Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
● Tribal Groups in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  
● The Pashtun (Afghan) Tribes and Political Implica-
tions for the Region. 
Johnnie Hicks has traveled to several regions of the world, 
including Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan, where she encoun-
tered many different tribal groups. She is a frequent pre-
senter on world cultures and religions and has taught these 
topics as an adjunct instructor at George Mason since 1990.  
 

F652  OLLIgopoly: Trivia For Fun 
Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Bruce Mercer 

First there was pub trivia in England, and then there 
were trivia nights in the States. Now it’s OLLI’s turn. 
Join fellow trivia lovers for fun and games as we form 
teams of two to six players to compete in answering 
questions that will challenge your brain cells. For ex-
ample, which plains state claims to be the birthplace 
of Cliff Notes and the Reuben sandwich? All you have 
to bring to class is a good attitude, a willingness to 
have fun and a pencil with a good eraser! All levels of 
knowledge are welcome. 
Bruce Mercer, an OLLI member, enjoys learning new things, 
especially those obscure tidbits that spark a quest for new 
knowledge. He has used some of these nuggets to create 
trivia questions that are sure to please and stump you. 
 

R653  Genealogy: 1850–1920 
Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Ken Maniha 

This course will concentrate on researching ancestors 
who migrated to America between 1850 and 1920, 
including Germans, Poles, Irish, Italians, East Europe-
ans and Russians. The sessions will focus on specific 
genealogical problems in researching ancestors from 
this group. We will discuss the use of passenger mani-
fests, census enumerations, naturalization records, 
military records and other ways to trace immigrants 
back to their origins.  
Ken Maniha has a PhD in sociology from the University of 
Michigan, has credentials as a professional genealogist and 
belongs to the Association of Professional Genealogists. He 
has been working in genealogy for 30 years, first as a hobby 
and now as a full-time professional. 
 

R654  The CIA and the 1954           
Guatemalan Coup 

Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Richard Melanson 
Class Limit: 35 

This discussion class will examine the CIA’s role in the 
overthrow of Jacobo Arbenz, the democratically elect-
ed president of Guatemala, in 1954. After briefly re-
viewing the record of U.S. foreign policy in Central 
America since the construction of the Panama Canal, 
we will assess the role of the United Fruit Company in 
this regime change and the legacy of the 1953 Iranian 
coup in persuading the Eisenhower administration to 
oust Arbenz. We will use as the required text Bitter 
Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala 
(revised and expanded edition, 2005) by Stephen 
Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer (ISBN 0-674-01930-X). 
For the first class students should read chapters 1-4. 
Richard Melanson is an OLLI member who has taught inter-
national relations and American foreign policy at UCLA, Ken-
yon College, Brown University and the National War College 
during a 38-year academic career. He holds a PhD in interna-
tional relations from The Johns Hopkins University. 
 

R655  OLLIgopoly: Trivia for Fun 
Wednesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Rose Gallery at Reston Community Center, Lake Anne 
Instructor: Bruce Mercer  

This is a reprise of F652 at Tallwood with different 
questions, different teams and different winners. 
See F652 for instructor information. 
 

650  Humanities and 
Social Sciences 
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Current Events 
R656  Is America a Christian Nation? 
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Stephen Ruth 

An article by George Mason’s Robinson Professor Hugh 
Heclo posed this question and presented many ap-
proaches to answering it. This course reviews the 
Heclo perspective and also examines the history of the 
United States in the context of our Christian roots. 
There are 2,500 different Christian denominations rep-
resented in America. We will discuss U.S. Christianity 
from the perspectives of preachers from William Brad-
ford and Jonathan Edwards to Billy Graham; and presi-
dents, from George Washington to Barack Obama. If 
time permits, we will also take a brief look at public 
policy issues like religious freedom, slavery, civil rights, 
the concept of a “just war,” the role of women, obliga-
tions to the poor, church-state relationships, homosex-
uality, abortion, taxation, voting rights and scripture-
based legislation. Both Old and New Testaments will 
be emphasized and attendees from any belief system 
are welcome. 
Stephen Ruth is a professor of public policy at George Ma-
son, specializing in technology issues associated with global-
ization, and is director of the International Center for Ap-
plied Studies in Information Technology, a grant-supported 
research center. His new book, One Year Trip through the 
Bible: A Layman’s Fresh View of the Complete Old and New 
Testaments, examines 73 books of the Hebrew Tanakh and 
the New Testament. 
 

R657  A Century of Genocide 
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Paul Murad 

Genocide has no morality, memory, conscience or cul-
ture; it exercises hatred against a minority. Genocide 
killed Armenians. Ukrainians died under Stalin. The 
Holocaust killed Jews, Poles and gypsies. The killing 
fields of Indochina are filled with slaughtered Cambo-
dians. The Rwandan genocide killed 125,000 people in 
a single weekend. Serbs massacred Bosnians and the 
Sudanese butchered Africans in Darfur. Clearly geno-
cide does not discriminate based upon religion; it swal-
lowed whole Christian Armenians, European Jews, 
Cambodian Buddhists and Bosnian Moslems. Genocide 
knows no color; it devours whites, yellows or blacks. 
Genocide is mindless; it devours the educated and un-
educated. It thrives on ignorance and, if it is not recog-
nized for what it really is, it will continue to propagate. 
Who will be the next victims? Will they be the Turkish 
and Iraqi Kurds who want their own nation, or is Africa 
ready to shed more blood and tears?  

Paul Murad is a scientist, engineer and former paratrooper 
who later worked for the Department of Defense. He is espe-
cially aware of the importance of stopping needless conflicts 
that often trigger genocides. Both he and presenter George 
Pick have studied the causes and results of genocides. 
 

F701  What’s in the Daily News? 
Mondays, 9:30–11:00, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Note time 
Moderators: Peter Van Ryzin, Dorsey Chescavage 
Class Limit: 36 

Do you have an opinion on what’s happening in the 
world today? Would you like to express and share your 
views with others? If so, join other news junkies each 
week to discuss, debate and, yes, sometimes disagree 
as to the significance and meaning of events both 
great and small. All views are welcomed in a spirit of 
give-and-take. 
Peter Van Ryzin, an addicted news junky and OLLI member, 
was a career Marine who served two combat tours in       
Vietnam before retiring as a colonel in 1990. 
Dorsey Chescavage, an OLLI member, retired from the 
Jefferson Consulting Group, where she was a registered lob-
byist specializing in military and veterans’ health care. 
 

F702  Why Congress Isn’t Working 
Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Jan. 29 
Two sessions 
Instructor: David Heymsfeld 

Since 2008, the United States Congress has been 
torn by partisan strife, leaving it gridlocked and 
rarely able to pass legislation on important issues. A 
mock headline in The Onion says it all: “Congress 
Fiercely Divided Over Completely Blank Bill That Says 
and Does Nothing” (July 25, 2013). It wasn’t always 
this way. The Congresses of the 1960s through 1980s 
passed major legislation, such as Medicare and Medi-
caid, and landmark laws on the environment, educa-
tion and civil rights. In this course we will focus on the 
causes of the gridlock that began to develop in the 
1990s. We will also look at what roles different groups, 
such as the media, lobbyists, congressional staff and 
the president, play in the legislative process. As a long-
term congressional staffer, the instructor was a 
firsthand witness to the decline of congressional effec-
tiveness. The course will include examples and obser-
vations based on his personal experience.  

             700  Current Events 
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David Heymsfeld, an OLLI member, served on the profes-
sional staff of the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure for 35 years, including 14 years as director of 
the Democratic professional staff.  
 

F703  Politics in the 2014    
Midterm Elections 

Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Helen Desfosses 

While the president does not run in midterm elections, 
all 435 members of the House of Representatives do, 
as well as dozens of senators. This course will investi-
gate what history tells us should happen in 2014 (the 
party out of power should get stronger), as well as 
what is likely to happen. (Yes, the instructor will stick 
her neck out and make some predictions.) The course 
will assess influential issues and the political forces 
that will play a significant role, including the Tea Party, 
discontented progressives, new money and social me-
dia. We will also examine what the 2014 elections will 
mean for President Obama’s agenda and for the pro-
spects of his would-be successors. Finally, we will ex-
plore whether our country’s unending partisan war-
fare and resulting policy paralysis will be relieved or 
exacerbated by the 2014 midterm election results.  
Helen Desfosses’ fascination with politics has been shaped 
by many years as a professor of public policy, serving as an 
elected official and working as an international consultant 
on legislative development and public engagement. She has 
a BA from Mount Holyoke College, an MA from Harvard 
University and a PhD from Boston University. 
 

R704  All the News That’s Fit to Print 
Thursdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Moderator: Dick Kennedy 

This is a chance to discuss news and current events 
with other seniors who are trying to understand our 
changing world. More than ever we need to question 
information that comes to us from TV, radio, the Inter-
net, magazines, bumper stickers and newspapers. How 
should we filter these sources? We will examine and 
discuss some of the hot topics of the day in world and 
national news, science, business, sports and entertain-
ment. All viewpoints and opinions are respected, 
needed and welcomed. As Walter Cronkite once said, 
“In a democracy agreement is not required, but partic-
ipation is.” 
Dick Kennedy is an OLLI member and a retiree from the 
Senior Executive Service at the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. He enjoys analyzing the news from 
multiple sources and engaging in good discussions with col-
leagues. 

R705  Challenges in Journalism Today 
Thursdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Rose Gallery at Reston Community Center, Lake Anne 
Coordinator: Jennifer Disano 

Journalism is defined by Merriam-Webster as “the col-
lection and editing of news for presentation through 
the media.” In today’s fast-paced, information-hungry 
world there are many different types of media used to 
share news, including broadcast and cable television, 
radio, print, social networks and Internet blogs. This 
course will be a series of lectures with speakers repre-
senting various media addressing the challenges of 
journalism in the Washington D.C. area.    
 

 

F801  CORONA, GAMBIT and        
HEXAGON 

Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Feb. 4–Feb. 11 
Two sessions 
Instructor: Garrett Cochran 

The 1960s and 1970s witnessed the development of a 
remarkable trio of photographic satellites that played a 
critical role in keeping the Cold War cold. These systems 
and the technologies for exploiting their outputs repre-
sent the combined efforts of more than 20 U.S. corpo-
rations and a dozen government organizations. Details 
of one system were made public in 1995. In late 2012, 
the intelligence community declassified information on 
the other two. So now the story can be told. 
Garrett Cochran, a longtime OLLI member, spent most of his 
professional career at the Central Intelligence Agency, 
where he was deeply involved in the activities he will be 
discussing. 
 

F802  Sustainable Living 
Tuesdays, 2:15–3:40, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Coordinator: Jennifer Disano 

● Jan. 21: Solar and Super-Insulated Homes. Rich and 
Marian Taschler, whose home has twice been includ-
ed on the Department of Energy’s Solar Home Tours, 
are celebrating 30 years of “pocket change” utility 
bills. They are self-taught do-it-yourselfers who will 
present their success story, with the primary focus on 
installing super insulation that cost them only $300. 
They also designed and installed their own solar hot 
water system.  

800  Science,      
Technology and 

Health 
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● Jan. 28: Permaculture. Danielle Wyman from the 
Mason Sustainability Institute will discuss the benefits 
of practicing permaculture (or permanent/perennial 
agriculture) in Northern Virginia. Permaculture princi-
ples include such areas as edible forest gardening, bio-
diversity, food production, earth works, natural build-
ing and many more. Join Danielle as she covers the 
basics of permaculture and takes you on a virtual tour 
of several student-led permaculture gardens on the 
Mason campus. You will also receive a sneak preview 
of material that will be covered in the 2014 Permacul-
ture Design Certification course at Mason.  
● Feb. 4: Electric Cars: Past, Present and Future. Jeffrey 
Jacobs, Dennis Dineen and Bruce Lawton from the 
Electric Vehicle Association of D.C. will discuss the pros 
and cons of electric vehicles. Most people aren’t aware 
that electric cars were more common than petroleum-
based models 100 years ago. A lot has changed since 
then, from the EV1 to the Tesla Roadster, Nissan LEAF 
and Chevrolet Volt. Electric cars are here to stay, help-
ing the environment, ensuring national security and 
saving drivers lots of cash. 
● Feb. 11: Biofuels. Jill Hamilton, president and founder 
of Sustainable Energy Strategies, Inc., will provide an 
overview of ethanol and biodiesel fuels. The discussion 
will include their current use in our fuel supply, their 
benefits and common misconceptions about them. 
 

F803  iPad for Beginners  
Thursdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Instructor: Stan Schretter 

So you just got an iPad or think you want to get one. 
Join Stan for an introduction to the iPad and how it can 
affect your life. No experience or even an iPad is nec-
essary, but if you have one please bring it to the class.  
Stan Schretter, an OLLI member, is an avid amateur photog-
rapher and has taught courses at OLLI for many years. 
 

F804  Beginner Chen-Style Tai Chi  
Thursdays, 2:15–3:05, Jan. 23–Feb. 13 
Note time 
Instructor: Jerry Cheng 
Class Limit: 20 

Tai chi, a form of martial arts that has been 
practiced for centuries, is meditation in motion that 
emphasizes balance, posture and concentration. This 
beginning class will focus on chen-style tai chi, which 
promotes health and fitness, strengthens the immune 
system, can relieve neck and back pain, corrects diges-
tive problems, aids emotional and psychological well-
being, relieves stress and builds character. Please wear 

loose clothing and plan to work in stocking feet or soft, 
flexible shoes. 
Jerry Cheng was born in China and started his martial arts 
training when he was six. He studied under several famous 
Chinese martial arts masters, including grandmaster Sha 
GuoZheng, and won four gold medals at the 1997 Atlanta 
International Martial Arts Championship. He taught tai chi at 
the University of Georgia for six years and the University of 
Texas for three years . 
 

R805  History of Life on Earth, Part II 
Mondays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 20–Feb. 10 
Instructor: Steve Greenhouse 

This course is a follow-on to Part I, which concluded 
with the end of the Cretaceous Period 65 million years 
ago. It saw the mass extinction of dinosaurs (except 
birds) but opened a niche in which mammals could 
thrive. Small arboreal creatures evolved into primates, 
then hominids and finally Homo, the genus of which 
we (Homo sapiens) are the only living species. We will 
trace these evolutionary transitions and discuss the 
characteristics and migrations of early humans, who 
became tool makers and hunter-gatherers and learned 
to talk and think. Course materials include PowerPoint 
slides supplemented (time permitting) by the Great 
Courses DVDs, “Major Transitions in Evolution.” A 
guest lecturer, Dr. Briana Pobiner from the Museum 
of Natural History’s Human Origins Program, will pre-
sent one of the four sessions. 
Steve Greenhouse is a retired electrical engineer who 
worked in the space communications field for 35 years. He 
has long been fascinated by paleontology and especially 
paleoanthropology–the evolution of humans.  
 

R806  iPad: Part 3 
Tuesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Stan Schretter 

This is the third of an ongoing series of short iPad clas-
ses in Reston. So far we have explored an overview of 
iPad apps and how the iPad can be used to support 
photography and photographers. This class will look at 
how the iPad can become your file cabinet of infor-
mation. We will explore using iPad apps to find the 
information you want, as well as transferring material 
that you have on your PC or laptop. To demonstrate 
how this works in terms of a practical problem, we will 
focus on how the iPad can help plan and guide your 
travels. Possibly on your next trip you will just pack 
your iPad, passport and maybe some extra clothes. 
See F803 for instructor information. 
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R807 How to Look and Feel Younger 
Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Rose Gallery at Reston Community Center, Lake Anne 
Coordinator: Mary Kornreich 

● Jan. 22: The Science of Looking and Feeling Younger. 
Scientific studies indicate that simple, gradual changes 
in lifestyle can produce big dividends in our vitality, 
mental acuity and health over our lifetimes. Margaret 
Webb Pressler, award-winning consumer and health 
sciences reporter for The Washington Post for nearly 
20 years, is author of Cheat the Clock. 
● Jan. 29: Technology, Our Ally. Technological re-
sources provide greater security, communication and 
optimal wellness at all stages of life. Examples include: 
robots, security systems, personal communications 
systems, NASA-researched infrared energy saunas and 
other devices. Priscilla Chism develops successful com-
munity health projects in her Health Solutions con-
sulting practice.  
● Feb. 5: Exercise and Simple Strength Training Can 
Help. Skip Habblitz, a 72-year-old certified fitness in-
structor at Ferraiolo Fitness, is a national speaker 
whose own life shows how being socially active and 
simple weight training can overcome grief. Denise 
Lankes, a certified fitness instructor, describes how 
fitness training has added zest to her life. Jane Nash, 
Leisure World’s fitness director, is certified as a per-
sonal trainer and as a health fitness specialist.   
● Feb. 12: Mind and Body Wellness. Emerging scientific 
research is providing new memory training techniques, 
methods to enhance brain fitness and ways to pro-
mote healthy aging through dance and movement. 
Diane Lasichak, a credentialed geriatric care manager, 
helps clients optimize their health, improve their mental 
acuity and infuse joy in their days through movement.  
 

L808  iPad Basics and Beyond 
Mondays, 9:40-11:05, Feb. 10–Feb. 17 
Two sessions 
Instructor: Charlie Pryor 

This two-day course will build on our summer 2013 
session, iPad Basics. We will go into more depth for 
specific applications such as mail, iCloud, photos and 
apps in which you are personally interested. Make 
sure that your iPad is charged and that you have up-
dated to the latest version of the operating system 
(iOS). Additionally, you should know your Apple ID and 
password. Bring pen and paper for taking notes. You 
must have a George Mason ID number and an active 
George Mason email address before taking this class. 
They can be requested at any OLLI office and take   

approximately two weeks to obtain.  
Charlie Pryor retired from the U.S. Army in 1988 and from 
his second career as a civil engineer in 2005. He has taught 
at the university level, at military engineer schools and con-
tinuing education courses. He has also taught numerous 
classes on computing at OLLI. 
 

L809  Climate Change 
Tuesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 21–Feb. 11 
Instructor: Robert Means 

This course primarily addresses two questions. First, 
what determines the Earth’s temperature? Astrono-
mers are searching for planets located within the hab-
itable zone around other stars, where the temperature 
is neither too hot nor too cold for life (as we know it). 
Why does the Earth itself fall within that zone? Sec-
ond, why do most climate scientists believe that hu-
man activity is making the Earth warmer? There are 
two approaches to answering this question. One is to 
examine how humans are changing factors that deter-
mine the Earth’s temperature. The second is to meas-
ure actual changes in that temperature. The test of our 
understanding of Earth’s climate is the link between 
these approaches. Do the factors that we believe de-
termine the Earth’s temperature explain why it is 
warmer now than it was 200 years ago and cooler than 
it was 50 million years ago? Time permitting, we will 
also look at potential responses to global warming. 
Robert Means teaches courses in climate and energy policy 
at The Johns Hopkins University and the University of   
Maryland.  
 

L810  Our Industrialized Food     
Products 

Wednesdays, 9:40–11:05, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Erica Laufer 

Are we eating Frankenfood? Why are pesticides, anti-
biotics and chemicals in our food? Are they danger-
ous? The Food and Drug Administration says our food 
is safe, but it may be catering to a few corporations 
that own virtually all the products on our grocery 
shelves. Did a good idea—lots of cheap food for the 
world’s exploding population—go astray? Immense 
farms, owned by large corporations and supported by 
federal subsidies, may sacrifice quality for quantity to 
obtain more shareholder profit. Is our changed food 
causing epidemics of obesity, diabetes, cancer and 
heart disease? What is being done and could be done 
to improve the situation? 
Erica Laufer, an attorney and OLLI member, retired from 
both government and private law practice. In Ocean City, 
Maryland, where she ran several businesses, she was too 
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Other Topics 

Third Annual OLLI Hot 
Breakfast Special 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 7, 10:00  
Tallwood 
Limit: 50 

Each winter comes along with windy chills 
and post-holiday needs for the warmth of 
our OLLI home. So, once again, we offer 
the Hot Breakfast Special sampling of 
breakfast-type dishes, along with a seat at 
the table with your OLLI friends. If you 
would like to contribute an appropriate 
dish, please contact Debbie Halverson at 
debbyhalv@aol.com. You will need to 
sign up at the office and plan to make a 
$5.00 donation at the door. 

 

Closing Policy 
 
OLLI does not hold classes or events (and the Tallwood office is closed) when county schools are closed for the day 
due to inclement weather or area-wide emergencies. When schools announce a delayed opening, OLLI will general-
ly open on time. OLLI follows the Fairfax County Public Schools for classes in Fairfax (Tallwood) and Reston. It fol-
lows the Loudoun County Public Schools for classes in Loudoun. 
 

Note: Because OLLI uses the Mason building in Loudoun, it is required to abide by any decision by Mason to delay 
or close. In rare instances when Mason announces a delayed opening, we may need to cancel the first class of the 
day in Loudoun only. To avoid confusion, OLLI will send an email to members in the affected classes by 8:30 a.m. 
 

Tune in to your TV or radio for closing announcements when the weather is bad or emergencies exist.  You can also 
check the “What’s New” page on the OLLI website (www.olli.gmu.edu) or the Tallwood answering machine (703-
503-3384) to confirm closing information. 
 

Regardless of decisions regarding closings or delays, it is important for OLLI members to use personal judgment 
regarding to travel to and from OLLI during inclement weather. Remember–there are no grades or exams in OLLI 
classes! 

 

Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 

busy to cook and ate only fast food and drank diet sodas. 
She developed insulin-dependent diabetes, hypertension 
and osteoarthritis—all allegedly caused by her diet. This led 
her to research what is in our food, how is it made and by 
whom, and to share what she has learned. 
 

F901  Comfort Foods III 
Wednesdays, 11:50–1:15, Jan. 22–Feb. 12 
Instructor: Debbie Halverson 
Class Limit: 12 

Participants in last winter’s Comfort Foods class agreed 
that the hug of good food is always welcome on a cold 
winter’s day. So we start where we left off last year 
with a new menu of comfort foods. All hands are put 
to good use and somehow that makes the food more 
enjoyable. A fee of $20, payable to OLLI at the time of 
registration, covers the cost of the food. 
Debbie Halverson has been conducting OLLI cooking classes 
for several years. Unlike most of those classes, intended to 
improve cooking skills and learn new techniques, this one is 
not an academic venture but more comparable to a sauna 
experience or a warm coat.  

 

900 Other Topics 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Halverson_Debbie.html
http://www.olli.gmu.edu
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Halverson_Debbie.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Halverson_Debbie.html
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ebook development, what does this change portend 
for the book?  
Sam Clay has been director of the Fairfax County Public Li-
brary since 1982. For more than three decades, he has man-
aged all aspects of this 23-branch system, which has a  
budget of over $24 million, over 400 employees and more 
than two million books and materials.  
 

953  Circle of Treason 
Friday, Jan. 24, 1:00–2:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Kathleen Price 

In a brutally frank account of CIA traitor Aldrich Ames’s 
career, Sandy Grimes pulls back the curtain on the 
hunt for an American who spent years working for the 
KGB without being discovered. The author’s focus is on 
the CIA’s crucial Soviet and East European (SE) Divi-
sion, where efforts to recruit officials snagged the 
United States’ highest-ranking Soviet spy, General 
Dmitriy Polyakov, who spent nearly two decades unde-
tected. Ames’s treason did particular damage to the SE 
Division, leading to Polyakov’s execution and to the 
exposure of several other key U.S. agents. Espionage 
buffs will love the details taken from previously classi-
fied CIA files, as well as a penetrating view of Ames as 
an “all-American boy” and spy. Well-researched and 
written in a clear, no-frills style, the book presents a 
fascinating Cold War saga that will allow any American 
without a security clearance to better understand how 
Aldrich Ames could have become one of the most 
damaging moles in U.S. intelligence history. Lincoln 
Square Productions, a division of ABC News, is produc-
ing a limited series based on Circle of Treason. 
Sandy Grimes retired after a long career as a CIA             
counterintelligence officer. 
 

951  Astronomy and the    
Social Concept of Time 

Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2:15–3:40 
Reston 
Instructor: Jeffrey L. Kretsch 
Today we routinely look at our watch or a calendar to 
determine time and plan our activities. This course 
covers how time was once determined by the sun, 
moon and stars. Originally time was a very local thing 
determined by the positioning of the sun, and every 
town and city had its own time. With the rise of fast 
communication through telegraph and telephone, and 
fast travel by train, the issue arose as to whose time to 
use. Time became more central to our lives with the 
rise of the industrial revolution and the need to deter-
mine how long employees worked and were paid. The 
need for train schedules led to the implementation of 
standard time zones. We will discuss the early meas-
urements of time based on the apparent motion of the 
sun over the year, the seasons, lunar and planetary 
cycles and the position of the stars. An optional night 
field observing session will also be included. 
Jeffrey L. Kretsch, a retired federal employee, has a PhD 
from Purdue University and MS and BA degrees in astrono-
my and physics.  
 

952  Final Chapter? The Future 
of the Book 

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2:15–3:40  
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Dr. Barry Berkey 

In the beginning there was the word. Then the words 
were collected in a neat device known as the book. 
Now the word and books are transitioning into what? 
That’s the question Sam Clay will explore as he exam-
ines the book as a physical object and predicts its fu-
ture development as a digital object. The talk will focus 
on the events that led to the creation of the book in its 
present form and argue that the definition of “book” is 
going through a radical change. Underlying this change 
is the assumption that words in a book have to be con-
fined to a surface. As this is no longer the case, given 

 

Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 
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957  The Role of Physical Therapy in 

Preventing and Treating           
Osteoporosis 

Friday, Jan. 31, 1:00–2:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Dr. Barry Berkey 

Statistics show that approximately nine million Ameri-
cans have osteoporosis and an estimated 48 million 
have low bone density. Studies also suggest that one in 
two women and one in four men age 50 and older will 
break a bone due to osteoporosis. This informative 
presentation by Charles Ottavio will teach you basic 
information about preventing and treating osteoporo-
sis. Through a multi-step approach you will learn what 
you can do to minimize the effects of this debilitating 
disease. 
Charles S. Ottavio earned his BS in physical therapy in 1981. 
He has specialized in orthopedics for the past 30 years and 
has practiced in a variety of settings, including hospitals, 
nursing homes and home health. He is currently the practice 
manager at Orthopedic Physical Therapy of Northern Virginia. 
 

958  Field Trip to Observatory 
Park 

Friday, Jan. 31, 7:30–10:00 pm 
Carpool to 925 Springvale Road, Great Falls, VA 
Coordinator: Mary Kornreich 
Analemma Society, in conjunction with Northern Vir-
ginia Astronomy Club volunteers, conducts Friday night 
observing sessions from 7:30 to 10:00. Our group will 
join others to enjoy the session, starting with an intro-
duction to the night sky, pointing out major constella-
tions, the planets and deep sky objects. Included are a 
description of the daily motions of the celestial sphere 
and the changes of the seasons. When the moon is 
visible, a close look at its geological surface features is 
provided. A wide range of deep sky objects, including 
galaxies, nebula and star clusters, can be seen in tele-
scopes set up on the site. The passage of earth-orbiting 
satellites is observed as the opportunity arises. Pro-
grams that include a description of the night’s viewing 
will be available. This is an outdoor event, so please 
dress appropriately. If this session is cancelled due to 
inclement weather, we will try again on February 21. 
 

959  The Sinai Peninsula 
Monday, Feb. 3, 11:50–1:15 
Loudoun 
Instructor: Mark Sweberg 

When anyone mentions the Middle East people think 
of Israel, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia or any number of 

954  What Makes Classical Music 
Funny? 

Saturday, Jan. 25, 10:00–12:30 
Tallwood 
Instructor: Dan Sherman 
There are many types of music that can put a smile on 
our face. As part of this course, we will listen to both 
orchestral and operatic music from the great compos-
ers (Haydn, Beethoven, Rossini, Wagner and Verdi) 
and discuss some of the methods by which composers 
add humor to music. The instructor will offer many 
examples of humor from the classical repertoire, in-
cluding some little-known but very clever parodies. 
Dan Sherman has previously taught OLLI courses on Wag-
ner, Verdi and a number of theatrical composers, including 
Cole Porter. 
 

955  Genuine or Counterfeit?         
Become an Educated Consumer 

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2:15–3:40 
Reston 
Instructor: David Safran 

Have you ever wondered how you could tell if a prod-
uct is genuine or counterfeit? In this course you will 
learn what constitutes a trademark and the conse-
quences of buying counterfeit products. You will be 
given an opportunity to distinguish counterfeit prod-
ucts from the real thing and will learn of the efforts 
being made to combat counterfeiting. 
David Safran is a partner in a local intellectual property law 
firm with over three decades of experience dealing with 
trademarks. He has assisted clients in fighting counter-
feiting of their products. 

 

956  Once Upon a Time: With a 
Twist! 

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2:15–3:40 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Florence Adler 

Gary Lloyd is a 15-year award-winning storyteller,  
two-term president of the Virginia Storytelling Associ-
ation and recipient of the National Storytelling Net-
work’s ORACLE award for the Mid-Atlantic states. He 
has told stories to over 880,000 listeners in hundreds 
of schools, libraries and festivals. For this session he 
will present his unique program of Amazing Escapes—
six stories of survival events where you vote at the 
end of each as to whether it really happened or not! 
Lloyd will then take questions and offer tips on the 
storytelling process. 
 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/adler-flo.html
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other countries. The Sinai Peninsula rarely comes to 
mind. Yet for centuries the Sinai was the footbridge 
between Africa and both Europe and Asia. In this 
course we will talk about the role the Sinai has played 
through history and its more recent role separating 
Israel and Egypt. We will discuss the Sinai as a battle-
field and as a place of biblical destiny. The instructor 
will share his personal experiences in the Sinai in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, and will describe how its 
environment has changed. 
Mark Sweberg is a retired U.S. Army officer and Middle East 
Foreign Area specialist. He has served as a military peace-
keeper and chief operations officer of the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission in the Sinai, and as a civilian peace-
keeper and chief of protocol in the Multinational Force and 
Observers peacekeeping mission, also in the Sinai. He has a 
BS in engineering from the U.S. Military Academy, an MA in 
international relations from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia and an MBA in international business from the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound. 
 

960  Yoga for Boomers and Beyond 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2:15–3:40 
Reston 
Instructor: Bonnie Elliot 

“If you can breathe, you can do yoga,” Krish-
namacharya used to say. Yoga has been around 
for thousands of years and its benefits, such as de-
creased stress, improved sleep and enhanced well-
being, have been increasingly proven through evidence
-based research. In this presentation, we will discuss 
how yoga can help seniors gain vitality and a greater 
sense of peace and purpose. The instructor will guide 
you through the experience of breathing and move-
ment that are designed for everybody, especially those 
with chronic health challenges such as high blood pres-
sure, bone and joint conditions, heart disease, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease and autoimmune or 
movement disorders. Wear comfortable clothing for 
gentle movement that can be done seated or standing. 
Bonnie Elliott is a registered yoga teacher with extensive 
training in therapeutic yoga that meets the unique needs of 
the aging body and mind. She has practiced yoga for more 
than 10 years and taught for over three years.  
 

961  What Makes Us Laugh, and 
Why? 

Friday, Feb. 7, 1:00–2:30 
Tallwood 
Instructor: Mike McNamara 

Hearing a funny story, a joke, seeing something odd or 
just plain silly usually results in laughter. Why? What is 

it that makes us laugh, a function apparently limited to 
our species (with the possible exception of hyenas and 
politicians)? Why do TV networks employ “canned 
laughter”? What’s the anatomy of jokes or humorous 
stories, and why do people tell them? Why can’t the 
average person remember a screamingly funny joke or 
punch line? Laughter is unarguably good for us, men-
tally and physically, and in this lecture we will present 
some guaranteed, mostly wholesome examples that 
will make you laugh. Or else. 
Mike McNamara, a retired U.S. Army infantry colonel, holds 
an MA in English literature and an equivalent degree from 
the Royal College of Defense Studies in London. He is a co-
moderator of the Poetry Workshop at Tallwood and also tells 
reasonably good stories and bad jokes. 
 

962  Muffin Mania 
Friday, Feb. 7, 10:00 
Loudoun 
Coordinator: Mary Coyne 

Mimi’s Cafe will furnish six different varieties of 
muffins, along with coffee. We may decide to vote on 
our favorite! Bring your appetite and good conversa-
tion to socialize with your OLLI friends on a cold winter 
day. We will cancel if the Loudoun schools cancel clas-
ses. A fee of $6, payable to OLLI at the time of registra-
tion, will cover the food for this event. 
 

963  A Violin Recital 
Monday, Feb. 10, 11:50–1:15 
Loudoun 
Coordinator: Rosemary McDonald 

Julia Meeker, a talented, classically trained 14-year-old 
violinist, will perform a recital of baroque to contem-
porary music, including the first movement of Violin 
Concerto in A Major by Mozart and the hymn “Come 

Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” arranged by David    
Zabriskie. 
Julia Meeker began studying the violin at the age of five. She 
performs in many venues in the D.C. metropolitan area. 
Karen Stamm, accompanist, is minister of music at All Angels 
Anglican Catholic Church in Springfield. 
 

964  Dancing in the Street: The      
Politics of Motown Music 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2:15–3:40 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Florence Adler 

Professor Suzanne Smith of the George Mason Depart-
ment of History and Art History will discuss the rela-
tionship between Motown music and the modern civil 
rights movement. Specifically, she will explore how the 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/adler-flo.html
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Motown Records Company navigated its relationship 
to the fight for racial equality through its music and 
through its connection to Detroit’s black community. 
She will discuss the tensions that emerged between 
Berry Gordy’s desire to produce hit records and the 
call of many black activists that Motown become more 
engaged in political issues. 
Suzanne Smith completed her PhD in American studies from 
Yale University in 1996. Her first book, Dancing in the Street: 
Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit, (January, 2000) 
finished third in the 11th annual Gleason Music Book 
Awards. She previously discussed her book To Service the 
Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of 
Life at OLLI. 
 

965  Poems That Tickle Your Fancy 
(or Whatever) 

Monday, Feb. 17, 11:50–1:15 
Loudoun 
Instructor: Conrad Geller 

This presentation is intended as punishment and cor-
rective for those who dislike poetry. It’s a survey of 
light and nonsensical verse from Alexander Pope to 
Calvin Trillin, including poems by Ogden Nash, Dorothy 
Parker and Lewis Carroll. There will, of course, be lim-
ericks and maybe a clerihew or two. The instructor 
may even immodestly read some of his own work. 
Conrad Geller, an OLLI member, is the regional vice presi-
dent of the Poetry Society of Virginia. More than 100 of his 
poems have appeared in print and electronic media. His 
awards include the Bibliophilos Prize and the Charles E. 
Tuttle Prize. 
 

966  Bus Trip to Las Vegas and   
Southwestern Utah Parks 

Sunday–Friday, June 1–6, 2014 
Four-Day Bus Trip: Las Vegas and Southwestern Utah 
Coordinators: Jim Anderson, Dick Cheadle, Emmett 
Fenlon, Michael Kelly 

This bus trip will be preceded by an optional three-
session course in the spring term, Historical Studies: 
Las Vegas and Southwestern Utah, presented by Na-
tional Park Service Ranger Michael Kelly, Jim Anderson 
and Dick Cheadle. 
The itinerary: 
● Sunday, June 1: Optional travel date. Attendees will 
travel on their own to Las Vegas. Lodging will be at The 
Treasure Island Resort and Casino. They can then en-
joy continuous nightly Cirque de Soleil shows at any of 
six different hotels. 
● Monday, June 2: Mandatory travel date for those 
who don’t travel on June 1.  

● Tuesday, June 3: Travel by bus from Las Vegas to 
Zion National Park (one-hour time change) and spend 
the rest of the day there. Lodging will be in Springdale, 
just outside of Zion Park. 
● Wednesday, June 4: Travel by bus to Bryce Canyon 
National Park and spend most of the day there. After 
leaving the park we will stop at Mossy Cave on Route 
12, then head back west to our lodging in Cedar City, 
Utah. 
● Thursday, June 5: Travel by bus to Cedar Breaks Na-
tional Monument, then to the town of Parowan for 
lunch. After lunch we will continue to the Parowan 
Gap Petroglyphs and will then return to our lodging in 
Cedar City. 
● Friday, June 6: Travel by bus south to Kolob Canyons 
Wilderness. From there we will drive south to St. 
George for a late lunch. We will then continue on to 
Las Vegas (one-hour time change), arriving in mid-to-
late afternoon. 
● Saturday, June 7: Travel home or continue on       
vacation. 
A fee of $98 per person, payable to OLLI at the time of 
registration, includes bus fare (four days) and driver 
gratuity. Your Golden Age Passport will provide access 
to the National Parks. All meals are on your own ex-
cept breakfast, which is included in Cedar City the 
mornings of June 5 and 6. The lodging in Las Vegas at 
Treasure Island is $77 single or double Sunday to 
Thursday (including tax) plus $10 per night extra to 
guarantee two beds. The rate is $133.48 Friday and 
Saturday. The lodging in Springdale is $122.95 single or 
double and the cost in Cedar City is $90.45 single or 
double, including breakfast. Hotel reservations will be 
handled directly by the participants and additional in-
formation on hotel contacts will be made available 
upon completion of the registration process. Weather 
in this area will be predictably hot in Las Vegas (over 
100 degrees), quite warm in Zion, cooler in Bryce Can-
yon and possibly chilly in Cedar Breaks, so pack         
accordingly. 
 

 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Geller_Conrad.html
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Book Club  
Wednesdays, Dec. 11, Jan. 8, Mar. 12, 10:00–11:30 
Feb. 12, 1:30–3:00 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Ceda McGrew                           703-323-9671 
On December 11 we plan to discuss The End of Your 
Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe. The January 8 selec-
tion will be Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout, fol-
lowed on February 12 by Island Beneath the Sea by 
Isabel Allende. On March 12 we will discuss Oryx and 
Crake by Margaret Atwood. All OLLI members are   
welcome. 
  

Bridge Club 
Wednesdays 
Nov. 13–Nov. 20, Dec. 4–Dec. 18, Jan. 8–Jan. 15, 
Feb. 19–Mar. 19, 10:00–12:00 
Jan. 22–Feb. 12, 1:45–3:45 
Tallwood 
Coordinators: Susanne Zumbro        703-569-2750 
                          Gordon Canyock        703-425-4607 

Drop in and enjoy the friendly atmosphere of “party 
bridge.” Bridge Club meets on Wednesdays in the 
afternoons when classes are in session and in the 
mornings when classes are not in session. Skill levels 
vary from advanced beginner to aspiring expert. Part-
nerships are rotated every four hands. 
 

Classic Fiction Book Club 
Fourth Fridays 
Jan. 24, Feb. 28, Mar. 28, 10:00–11:30 
Loudoun, Room 205 
Coordinator: Sigrid Blalock             703-723-6825 

The book selection for January 24 is Daniel Deronda by 
George Eliot and the selection for February 28 is The 
Confidence Man by Herman Melville. On March 28 the 
group will discuss All Passion Spent by Vita Sackville-
West. 
 

Cooking Club 
Monthly dates to be determined 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Debbie Halverson 

This is a club for OLLI members who enjoy preparing 
food and sharing hands-on, homemade dishes in a 
small-group setting during the day, sometimes in 
members’ homes and other times at Tallwood or alter-
native sites. We often have a theme for our meetings, 
but our format is flexible. We also participate in other 
food-related events, such as ethnic cooking demon-
strations, restaurant outings and grocery store presen-
tations. If these activities appeal to you, please contact 
Debbie at debbyhalv@aol.com for more information. 
All OLLI members are welcome. 

 
Craft and Conversation Group 
Weekly 
Dates and times to be determined 
Tallwood 
Coordinators: Doris Bloch               703-591-3344 
                          Pam Cooper-Smuzynski      703-455-2716 

The meeting schedule is flexible, but we plan to meet 
weekly to work on our craft projects and to share 
product sources, expertise and inspiration. The date, 
time and place of our meetings can be found in the 
OLLI Ongoing Events calendar for the week. We cordi-
ally invite any interested OLLI members to drop in and 
join us, or just see what we are creating. For further 
information, contact Doris Bloch at 
dbloch50@hotmail.com or Pam Cooper-Smuzynski at 
pamcs2@verizon.net. 
 

German Club 
Wednesdays 
Jan. 22–Feb. 12, 2:15–3:40 
Loudoun 
Coordinator: Vera Wentworth    verawent@cs.com 

This is a new club for OLLI members who are interest-
ed in Germany and all things German. We will practice 
conversational phrases used in everyday life and trav-
el. We also will discuss current events, culture and 

http://olligmu.org/profiles/canyock-gordon.html
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sports based on articles in English taken from German 
websites and occasionally watch German TV shows 
and movies. 
 

History Club 
First Wednesdays 
Dec. 4, Mar. 5, 10:00–11:30 
Feb. 5, 2:15–3:40 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Beth Lambert               703-624-6356 

The club welcomes OLLI members who are interested 
in discussing historical events and sharing reviews of 
articles, books or interesting topics. The club maintains 
a list of books that members have found worthwhile, 
which can be viewed at www.olli.gmu.edu/
historyclubbooklist.pdf. If you would like to receive 
email notification of upcoming History Club meetings, 
contact elizabethlambert7@gmail.com. 
 

Homer, etc. 
Fridays 
Nov. 8–Nov. 22, Dec. 6–Dec. 13, Jan. 
3–Mar. 21, 11:00–12:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Jan Bohall                  703-273-1146 

We get together to read aloud and talk about tradi-
tional and contemporary classics. We’ve recently read 
the first and second volumes of Sigrid Undset’s trilogy, 
Kristin Lavransdatter and are now reading The Good 
Earth by Pearl Buck. We will start George Eliot’s Mid-
dlemarch in December. Drop in at the Tallwood Annex 
any Friday morning—new members are always wel-
come. For more information email the coordinator at 
jbohall@verizon.net. 
 

iPad Users Group 
First Fridays 
Dec. 6, Feb. 7, Mar. 7, 10:00–12:00 
Reston 
Coordinator: Stan Schretter   stanschretter@gmail.com 

We welcome all members interested in using the iPad, 
from beginners to seasoned users. Each meeting will 
address both technical and how-to topics of interest to 
our members. Time will be allocated at each meeting to 
address questions on any iPad-related topic. More de-
tails are available on the club section of the OLLI web-
site. Contact Stan Schretter for further information.  
 

Knitting and Needlework Club 
Tuesdays 
Nov. 12–Dec. 17, Jan. 7–Mar. 18, 10:00 
Reston 
Coordinator: Sheila Gold                 703-860-8798 
Do you love to knit, crochet or needlepoint? Do you 
want to learn? We welcome both beginners and more 
advanced needleworkers. There is always someone 
who is happy to teach the new student. Come and join 
us on Tuesday mornings at the Panera in Herndon. For 
more information please contact Sheila at                  
sheila.gold@verizon.net. 
 

Mah Jongg Club 
First and Third Wednesdays 
Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 19, 
Mar. 5, Mar. 19, 10:00  
Nov. 6, Feb. 5, 1:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Liz Bateman 
We welcome all members who want to learn the game 
of mah jongg or already know how to play. Stretch 
your mind and have fun with a game that is (maybe) 
easier than bridge, but definitely challenging! For more 
information, contact Liz at concordiaeb@verizon.net. 
  

Memoir Writing Group 
Weekly 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Betty Smith 
We usually meet on Wednesdays, except during the 
fall and spring terms when the Memoir Writing class is 
in session. We bring copies of our writing and gently 
discuss each other’s work. Our main purpose is mem-
oir but we also include fiction, poetry and personal 
essay. We’re a small group, mostly students from Di-
anne Hennessy King’s Memoir Writing class. If you’re 
interested, please contact Betty for information. 
 

Personal Computer User Group 
Third Saturdays 
Nov. 16, Dec. 14, Jan. 18, Feb. 15, Mar. 15, 1:00–3:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Paul Howard   phoward@gmu.edu 
In partnership with PATACS (Potomac Area Technology 
and Computer Society), we focus on Windows comput-
ers and software, smart phones and tablet apps, digital 
photography, related technology, Android and Linux 
operating systems and Open Source software. Our aim 
is to bring broad subject-matter expertise to both 
groups. Our target audience encompasses beginners 

http://www.olli.gmu.edu/historyclubbooklist.pdf
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to intermediate amateurs and our methodology is 
“users helping users.” Club dues of $5 are payable at 
the first meeting attended in each calendar year. More 
details are available on the group’s website, 
www.olligmu.org/~opcug. 
 

Photography Club 
Second Fridays 
Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, Mar. 14, 9:30–11:30 
Fourth Fridays 
Nov. 22, Jan. 24, Feb. 28, 12:00–2:00 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Dan Feighery 
Meet with others interested in photography and de-
velop skills by participating in the monthly theme pho-
to submissions. Be informed, and perhaps inspired, by 
expert speakers. The Photography Club welcomes all 
members, whether they use a basic camera or special-
ized equipment, and whether they are new to photog-
raphy or have had years of experience. We discuss 
technical aspects of photography as well as the artistic 
aspects of visual design. On the fourth Friday of the 
month, workshops will cover specific topics in more 
detail. Contact Dan Feighery at Dandj_ffx_va@cox.net 

for further information. 
 

Recorder Consort 
Fridays 
Nov. 15–22, Dec. 6–13, Jan. 3–Mar. 21, 9:00–11:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Helen Ackerman       
        helenackerman@hotmail.com 
If you have been a part of the Consort or have previ-
ously played the recorder and would like to expand 
your abilities, join us on Fridays. There will be some  
on-and-off-campus performances and music may need 
to be purchased.  
 

Tai Chi Club 
Saturdays 
Nov. 9–Dec. 14, Jan. 4–Mar. 22, 10:30–11:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinators: Manny Pablo         703-232-9491 
         Susanne Zumbro        703-569-2750 

The Tai Chi Club meets every Saturday in TA-3. It is 
intended as a continuation for Dr. Cheng’s Tai Chi stu-
dents (F804), but is open to all OLLI members on a first 
come-first served basis. 
 

The Tom Crooker Investment Forum 
Wednesdays 
Nov. 13– 20, Dec. 4–18, Jan. 8–15, Feb. 19–Mar. 19, 
10:30–12:00 
Tallwood 
Moderator: Al Smuzynski 

See course F202 for activity description. 
 

Travel Club 
Fourth Fridays 
Jan. 24, 9:00 
Tallwood 
Coordinator: Shelly Gersten                 703-385-2638 
The club welcomes any and all who are interested in 
domestic or international travel. OLLI members have a 
vast wealth of experience in both traveling and living 
in other parts of the United States and the world. 
Come share your experiences and learn from others. 
We also try to identify common interests so that mem-
bers can plan to travel together. In addition, we organ-
ize trips where we carpool to sites within a drive of 60 
to 90 minutes, including historic homes and museums. 
 

Ulysses Book Club 
Fridays 
Jan. 24–Feb. 14, 11:00–12:30 
Tallwood 
Coordinators: Bob Zener, Barbara Nelson  

This club is being formed to begin a close reading of 
James Joyce’s Ulysses, which presents a modern rein-
terpretation of Homer’s Odyssey, centering on a day in 
early 20th-century Dublin. This club is intended to be 
an extension for readers of Homer’s Odyssey, but all 
OLLI members are welcome. The Teaching Company’s 
24-lecture course on Ulysses, including at least one 
lecture for each of the novel’s 18 chapters, will be 
used to provide direction for our study. During winter 
term, we will meet weekly and our goal is to cover the 
novel’s first three chapters in the term’s four sessions. 
We recommend that members read the first chapter 
before our first meeting. We have no particular prefer-
ence among available editions. However, members 
may want to look at the text of the novel available on 
the Internet at joyceproject.com, which has several 
annotations explaining difficulties in following the text. 
You may also want to consult a widely-used “pony”: 
The New Bloomsday Book: A Guide Through Ulysses, 
by Harry Blamire.  

 

http://www.olligmu.org/~opcug
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Feighery_Dan.html
http://olligmu.org/profiles/Pablo_Manuel.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Zener_Bob.html
http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/Nelson_Barbara.html
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        Kickoff 

       Coffee 

 

All members, especially new members,  are 
cordially invited for coffee and conversation 
at 10:00, Friday, January 24 at Tallwood. 
Here’s an opportunity for you to meet some 
of our instructors, staff, Board members and 
committee chairs, to get answers to any ques-
tions you may have and to tell us about 

yourself and your interests. Please join us! 

Walking Group 
Weekly 
Tallwood/Fairfax Swimming Pool Parking Lot 
Coordinators: Doris Bloch         703-591-3344 
                          Sherry Hart            703-978-0848 
When OLLI is in session, the Walking Group meets one 
morning a week, generally an hour before the first 
morning class. We gather in the pool parking lot next 
to Tallwood and walk for about 45 minutes, arriving 
back at Tallwood in time for the start of classes. All 
levels of walking ability and speed are accommodat-
ed—our goal is camaraderie as well as exercise. We 
set the day of the week for our walks during the first 
week of the term, based on which day is most conven-
ient for the majority of participants. Between terms 
we continue to walk on a weekly basis, but for longer 
distances and at more varied locations. Contact Sherry 
Hart at harts66@hotmail.com or Doris Bloch at 
dbloch50@hotmail.com for more information. 
 

What’s in the Daily News? Continued 
Mondays 
Nov. 11–18, Dec. 2–16, Jan. 6–13, Feb. 24–Mar. 17, 
10:00–11:30 
Tallwood 
Facilitator: Don Allen           703-830-3060 
This is an out-of-term continuation of What’s in the 
Daily News? for news junkies who can’t wait for the 
next term to express their opinions and discuss current 
events. It’s a small group and the facilitator expects it 
to be self-moderating. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
●  OLLI member volunteers are the creative source for all the courses, clubs, special events, social 

activities, and classroom services. 
●  Volunteering creates a more vibrant learning community and connects you to other OLLI            

members. 
●  Volunteer jobs vary in time commitment, skills needed and frequency. 
●  To volunteer or seek more information, check the website www.olli.gmu.edu, contact a com-

mittee or resource group chair, or call the OLLI office. 

Volunteer: It’s 
Your OLLI! 

OLLI Office Volunteers, December 2012 

http://www.olligmu.org/profiles/bloch-doris.html
http://www.olli.gmu.edu
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Important Registration Dates 
 

Registration begins Mon., Dec. 2 
Registration ends on Wed., Dec. 18, at noon 

 
Register online at www.olliatgmu.org 

 
Registrations may also be mailed to: 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
4210 Roberts Road 
Fairfax, VA 22032 

The Tallwood Trio. 

OLLI Members enjoy a Fall 2010 trip led by 
National Park Rangers.   

Members enjoy a Field Photography class     
during the Summer 2009 term. 

Instructor Gloria Sussman (left) and her piano 
partner, Ellen Winner. July 2009. 
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Member Portal and Online Registration 

What Can You Do on the Member Portal? 
 Join or renew your membership, unless you are paying 

in installments. (See page 29 for more details.) 
 Register for classes and view course information. 
 Drop or add a class. 
 Make a donation to Friends of OLLI. 
 Edit personal information. 
 View the OLLI membership directory and records of 

official OLLI meetings. 
 

What About Security? 
Credit card payments will be made on a secure website 
run by PayPal. No one at OLLI or PayPal is able to see 
your credit card number. 
 

To Access the Member Portal 
Go to www.olli.gmu.edu and click on Member Portal 
under Quick Links on the left side of the page or access 
the portal directly at www.olliatgmu.org. 
 

To Join OLLI  
1. Click Join OLLI.  At the newly displayed membership 

screen, enter the information required. Click Submit.  
2. You will be transferred to a secure website. Verify 

the total cost displayed, choose to use PayPal or  
enter your credit or debit card information. We    
accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover.  

3. Verify your name and email address. Type in the 
required payment information. Click Submit Pay-
ment. Your credit card will be charged at this time.  

4. A message will appear confirming your membership. 
A confirmation email is sent immediately. You can 
now create a User Name. 

 

Get a User Name 
1. Click Get a User Account. At the next screen, enter 

the information requested. Use the name you en-
tered when registering. Current members must use 
the name on your catalog and the email address 
where you receive your E-News. If you have changed 
your email address, notify the office BEFORE creating 
a user account. If the user name you choose is al-
ready taken, you will need to select another.  

2. Select a case-sensitive password between 6 and 12 
characters. You also need to enter a security ques-
tion and answer.   

3. Click Create a User Account. A confirmation message 
will appear. You can now register for available cours-
es and events. 

 

Online Registration 
Follow these steps to register online. 

1. In the yellow box, “For OLLI Members,” click on Reg-
ister for the Current Term. Log in using your user 
name and password.  

2. To renew your membership or make a donation to 
Friends of OLLI, fill in the appropriate box. 

3. Check the boxes next to courses or special events 
you would like to attend. You will prioritize them 
later on the “My Schedule” page. 

4. For more information about a course, select Details 
and when done return to the Registration page. To 
see all of the courses listed by day, time or location, 
click the column headings to sort by criteria. 

5. Once satisfied with your selections, click Submit Se-
lections When Complete. To start over, click Cancel 
All Selections. 

6. The “My Schedule” page will initially display your 
selections in numerical order. For the best oppor-
tunity to get the courses you selected, prioritize your 
classes and special events by selecting each course 
and using the up/down arrows to put your courses in 
order of preference. Courses with a higher priority 
should be listed first. Special Events are prioritized 
separately. Make sure to prioritize them. 

7. After prioritizing, click on Calendar View to view your 
requests in calendar format. If two or more courses 
occur at the same time, the registration system will 
not allow you to submit your registration. All conflicts 
must be resolved by deleting one or more courses. To 
remove a selection, click Select to choose the course 
to be removed and then click Delete. Once satisfied 
with course and priority selections, click Submit.  

8. If a payment is needed, you will be transferred to a 
secure website. Verify the total cost displayed, choose 
to use PayPal or enter your credit or debit card infor-
mation. We accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover. 
Verify your name and email address. Type in the re-
quired payment information. Click Submit Payment. 
Your credit card will be charged at this time.  

9. A message will appear confirming your payment and 
an email will be sent with the payment details. A 
separate email listing the courses and special events 
requested as “pending” will be sent immediately. If 
you do not receive that email, check your “My Sched-
ule” page to verify your registration or call the office. 

10. A confirmation email, listing your registration status, 
will be sent about one week before the term.  

 

        Questions or Problems? Call the Office. 703-503-3384 
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Registration Data 
 Prioritize your selections! If you are willing to be a class liaison, please put a check in the Liaison column. 

Membership Data        Check this box if there are changes since your last submission.  

  Please Print         Check this box if you DO NOT wish to appear in the directory. 

Dr.  Mr.  Mrs.  Ms. (CIRCLE ONE) ______________________________, ___________________, ___ 
         LAST NAME                            PREFERRED FIRST NAME            MI                                

Address _______________________________________________________, ______________________________, ____________,  ____________-__________ 

                                                                    STREET                                                                             CITY                                                STATE                              9-DIGIT ZIP 

Phone ______-______-________  Email _______________________________License Plate Number_________________ 

Home Campus (where you normally attend classes)  Fairfax (Tallwood)  Reston (Lake Anne)  Loudoun 

Emergency Contact _______________________________Relationship ________________Phone_____-____-________ 

Registration: Winter 2014 

The following courses and activities have additional fees.  Check your selections below.  Please include a check for the 
classes and special events chosen or check here to have them charged to your credit card:   

Office Use Only 
Date Received______________ 
 

Dues Chk_______|_______CC__ 
 

Spec Chk_______|_______CC__ 
 

Spec Chk_______|_______CC__ 
 

FOLLIChk_______|_______CC_ 

 F901 Comfort Foods $    5        966  Bus Trip to Las Vegas and Southwestern Utah Parks $  98 

 963  Muffin Mania $    6      

                   Number   Liaison                  Course Title 

 

1st priority       
2nd priority       
3rd priority       
4th priority       
5th priority       
6th priority    

                    Number                      Special Event                 
 1st priority     

2nd priority     
3rd priority     
4th priority     
5th priority     
6th priority   

Please check the appropriate box(es) below: 
 

 My membership is current (address label dated 3/1/14 or later). 
 

 My application to pay my annual membership fee by monthly installments has been approved and processed by the office.  
  

 Enclosed is my  
 New member fee (no date on address label) $360 for full membership ............................................................................. $_______ 
 Renewal fee (address label dated 1/1/2014 or earlier) $360 for full membership, ............................................................ $_______ 
 Introductory fee toward full membership (no date on address label) $150, OR Continuation fee $250 ............................ $_______ 
         

 Enclosed is my Contribution to Friends of OLLI ....................................................................................................................... $_______ 
                                   Check here if you do not  want your name listed as a contributor in OLLI publications 
 

Enclosed is a check payable to OLLI for this total…………………….………………………………………………...……….….$___________ 
OR  
 VISA   MasterCard   Discover:  Name as it appears on the credit card _______________________________________ 

Credit Card Number Expiration Date: __________ 

      CVV Number : ____________ 

Turn in to the Tallwood office or mail to OLLI, 4210 Roberts Road, Fairfax, VA 22032. 
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Registration and Membership 
 

Registration  
 

 Members may register for winter 2014 courses and 
events at any time during registration, Dec. 2 to Dec. 18 
at noon. All registrations received during this time period 
are considered on-time and receive equal consideration. 
 

 You may join OLLI, renew membership, and/or sign up 
for courses and events online at www.olliatgmu.org. 
Credit card payment is required for any fees when regis-
tering online. 
  

 Alternatively, the registration form on page 28 may be 
used to register, join or renew your membership. Return 
the form with your payment (check(s) or credit card in-
formation) to OLLI by mail or in person. Faxed registra-
tions will not be accepted.  
 

 If you register anytime after noon on Dec. 18, you may 
still be accepted into the classes you select, but only if 
space is available after on-time registrations have been 
processed. 
 

Making Changes 
 

On or after Jan. 10, you may add/drop classes or special 
events either online or by filling in a Change of Schedule 
Request (available in the office at Tallwood and during 
the term at the Reston and Loudoun locations). Any 
courses and events that are not oversubscribed can be 
added to your schedule. A list of closed activities will be 
posted at all locations and on the OLLI website. 
 

Need More Information? 
 

If you have questions, call 703-503-3384, stop by the 
Tallwood office between 9:00 and 12:00 or ask a staff 
member at any location after the term begins. 
 

Fees and Charges 
 

 Full membership annual dues are $360. This allows you to 
register for unlimited courses and activities held at all three 
locations for four terms (winter 2014, spring 2014, summer 
2014 and fall 2014).  
 

 Introductory fee for prospective members is $150. Pro-
spective members may register for unlimited courses and 
activities at all three locations during the winter 2014 
term. By paying a continuation fee of $250 with spring 
2014 registration, individuals can extend their full mem-
bership privileges and participate in unlimited courses 
and activities for the spring 2014, summer 2014 and fall 
2014 terms. To renew in a later term, annual dues of 
$360 will be required. This introductory fee offer is not 
available to former OLLI members.  
 

 If the date on the catalog mailing label is 1/1/14 or earlier, 
please pay your annual dues. If the date is 3/1/14 or later, 
you are a continuing member and do not need to renew 
your membership now. For current members who have opt-
ed not to receive a printed catalog, the registration page on 
the Member Portal states your membership renewal date. 
 

 Payment options: 1) Pay in full by check or credit card at 
the time of registration, OR 2) Pay in 12 equal monthly in-
stallments by credit or debit card. Your application for the 
installment plan must be approved before you can regis-
ter for courses or activities. Applications are available via 
the OLLI website (www.olli.gmu.edu) or by contacting the 
OLLI office. 
 

 Members may obtain a full refund of their dues by ap-
plying in writing to the executive director before the be-
ginning of the third week of classes in the first term of 
the year of enrollment or re-enrollment. 
 

 If a special event or course with a fee is oversubscribed,  

payments will be refunded by check. OLLI cannot provide 
a refund if you are unable to attend a special event for 
which you are registered. 
 

 If space is available, nonmembers may participate in a 
bus trip for a $5 fee in addition to the cost of the trip. 
 

Getting the Courses and Events You Want 
 

● Please list the courses and events you want in order 
of their importance to you when you register. If cours-
es or events are oversubscribed, enrollment is based 
first on the priority you assign to each selection.  
  

● You will receive confirmation showing the courses 
and events for which you have been enrolled about 
one week before the term begins. If you have an email 
address on file in the office, your confirmation will be 
sent via email. If you do not have an email address on 
file, your confirmation will be mailed to your home.   
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Indicates another location or times. Please refer to listings. (Number of sessions shown in parentheses). 

TIME Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Fairfax 
Session A F101 Visual Thinking (4) F201 Tax Prep Simplified (4) F103 The Art & Archaeology of Rome (4) F203 Retired with Questions (4) 

9:40–11:05 F501 Basic Spoken Spanish (4) F602 Jewish and Christian Philosophers (4) F404 Four by Four (4) F306 On the Road to Wounded Knee (4) 

 F701 What’s in the Daily News? (4) F652 OLLIgopoly: Trivia for Fun (4) F502 Spanish Conversational Forum (4) F503 Basic Latin 1 (4) 

   F702 Why Congress Isn’t Working (2) F803 iPad for Beginners (4) 

     

Session B F301 Overlooked Technologies (4) F303 Russia Study Group (4) F202 Tom Crooker Investment Forum (4) F406 Haiku for Fun (4) 

11:50-1:15 F401 Readers’ Theater (4) F402 Poetry Workshop (4) F305 WWII: German Battleships (3) F604 Topics in Religion (4) 

 F601 The Jesus of History (4) F603 Evolution of Haggadah (2) F405 Let’s Read: Louise Erdrich (4) F703 Politics in 2014 Midterm Elections (4) 

   F801 CORONA, GAMBIT & HEXAGON (2) F901 Comfort Foods (4)  

     

Session C F102 Understanding Opera (4) F304 Park Ranger Potpourri VI (4)   F104 Bedside Singing (4) 

2:15-3:40 F302 Civil War Potpourri: Part 2 (4) F403 Chinua Achebe’s African Trilogy (4)  F105 Watercolor Painting (4) 

  F651 Tribal Cultures of Afghanistan (4) F802 Sustainable Living (4)  F307 A Clash of Empires (4) 

     F407 Page to Stage (4) 

    F804 Beginner Chen-Style Tai Chi (4) 

Reston 
Session A R605 Basics of Islam (4) R653 Genealogy: 1850–1920 (4) R807 How to Look and Feel Younger (4) R308 The Battle of Britain (2) 

9:40-11:05 R805 History of Life on Earth (4) R806 iPad: Part 3 (4)  R412 The Story of Gilgamesh (2) 

     R656 Is America a Christian Nation? (4) 

Session B R408 Telescoping Time (4) R410 Four by Four (4) R411 Literary Roundtable (4) R657 A Century of Genocide (4) 

11:50-1:15 R504 Basic Beginning Spanish (4) R654 The CIA & 1954 Guatemalan Coup (4)  R704 All the News That’s Fit to Print (4) 

     

Session C R106 Ongoing Pleasures of Music (4)  R655 OLLIgopoly: Trivia for Fun (4) R705 Challenges in Journalism Today (4) 

2:15-3:40 R409 Milton’s Paradise Lost (4)    

     

Loudoun 
Session A L413 Books! Books! Books! (2)  L204 Aging on Your Own Terms (4) L416 Writers’ Workshop (4)  L310 Civil War Naval Actions (4) 

9:40-11:05 L808 iPad Basics and Beyond (2)  L606 Jewish and Christian Philosophers (4) L810 Our Industrialized Food Products (4) L419 Masters of Science Fiction (4)  

     

Session B  L414 Memoir Writing (4) L309 Engineers of Victory, Part 2 (4) L107 Drawing (4) 

11:50-1:15  L809 Climate Change (4) L417 Readers’ Theater (4) L420 Vanity Fair (4) 

     

Session C  L415 Discovering India Through Novelists (4) L418 Antony and Cleopatra (4)  

2:15-3:40     

See Special Events for one-
time lectures held at this time. 

See Special Events for onetime 
lectures held at this time. 

See Special Events for 
onetime lectures held at 
this time. 
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966 Bus Trip to Las Vegas and Southwestern Utah 
Parks 

Sunday–Friday, June 1–6, 2014 

Four-Day Bus Trip 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Jan. 12 Jan. 13 Jan. 14 Jan. 15 Jan. 16 Jan. 17 Jan. 18 

Jan. 19 Jan. 20 Jan. 21 
951 Astronomy & The 
Social Concept of Time 
Reston, 2:15–3:40  

Jan. 22 
952 Final Chapter? The 
Future of the Book 
Tallwood, 2:15–3:40 

Jan. 23 Jan. 24 
953 Circle of Treason 
Tallwood, 1:00–2:30 

Jan. 25 
954 What Makes Classical 
Music Funny? 
Tallwood, 10:00–12:30 

Jan. 26 Jan. 27 Jan. 28 
955 Genuine or Coun-
terfeit? Become an 
Educated Consumer 
Reston, 2:15–3:40 

Jan. 29 
956 Once Upon a Time: 
With a Twist! 
Tallwood, 2:15–3:40 

Jan. 30 Jan. 31 
957 The Role of Physical 
Therapy in Preventing & 
Treating Osteoporosis 
Tallwood, 1:00–2:30 
 
958 Field Trip to Obser-
vatory Park 
Carpool, 7:30 pm 

Feb. 1 

Feb. 2 Feb. 3 
959 Sinai Peninsula 
Loudoun, 11:50–1:15 

Feb. 4 
960 Yoga for Boomers 
and Beyond 
Reston, 2:15–3:40 

Feb. 5 Feb. 6 Feb. 7 
961 What Makes Us 
Laugh, and Why? 
Tallwood, 1:00–2:30 
 
962 Muffin Mania 
Loudoun, 10:00 

Feb. 8 

Feb. 9 Feb. 10 
963 A Violin Recital 
Loudoun, 11:50–1:15 

Feb. 11 Feb. 12 
964 Dancing in the 
Street: The Politics of 
Motown Music 
Tallwood, 2:15–3:40 

Feb. 13 Feb. 14 
Valentine’s Day Party 
at Tallwood 

Feb. 15 

Feb. 16 Feb. 17 
965 Poems That Tickle 
Your Fancy 
Loudoun, 11:50–1:15 

Feb. 18 Feb. 19 Feb. 20 Feb. 21 Feb. 22 

Winter 2014 Special Events Schedule 
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Friends of OLLI                            

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at George Mason University 

 

 

From January through September of 2013, 157 Friends of OLLI contributed 22,104.25. Donations have allowed us to 
purchase video teleconferencing equipment which will enable us to enjoy presentations and meetings simultaneously 
at multiple sites, enhance experiences in all OLLI classrooms and provide scholarships for George Mason students in 
departments that have supported the OLLI program. Your financial support helps OLLI accomplish our equipment and 
recognition goals. It is hoped you will continue to make tax-deductible contributions to Friends of OLLI. Your considera-
tion of this request is appreciated. We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the donors noted below who have giv-
en to Friends of OLLI during the first three quarters of 2013.  

Contributions for January 1 – September 30, 2013 

Contributors 
Florence Adler 
Peter Alberse 
Charles Allen 
Doris Avery 
Ray Beery 
John Behringer 
Sharon Belanger 
Jack & Rhoda Berson 
Marion Bestani 
Doris Bloch 
Bob Bohall 
Lesley Bubenhofer 
Ron Campbell 
R. Pat Carroll 
Jane Catron 
Janet & Garrett Cochran 
Madelene Colter 
Tom Crooker 
Karin & Michael Custy 
Esther Daniels 
Joyce & John DeVoll 
Bernard Doe 
Judy & Al Erickson 
Emmett Fenlon 
Lisa & Don Ferrett 
Annie Finley 
Bill Forster 
Bill Fraize 
Mimi Geller 
Beverly George 
Bob Gibson 
Doris Gibson 
Russ Goodacre 
Marion Grabowski 
Diana & Robert Graham 
Lynn Gramzow 

Ann Greenwood 
Dave Gundry 
Dave Gustin 
Tom Hady 
Helen Harvey 
Phyllis Held 
John Henkel 
Sharon Hibarger 
Gerry Holmes 
Bill Hunt 
Cloe Ingram 
Jack James 
Harriet Kaplan 
Bob Kelberg 
Anne Lamar 
Rita Leake 
David Lynch 
Chuck Marginot 
Debbie McCormick 
Jane McCulloch 
Rosemary McDonald 
John Meier 
Benny & Ernestine Meyer 
Mel Mikosinski 
Jeff Milstein 
Murray Minster 
Kirk Moberley 
Ruth Moe 
Jerry Moore 
Sid Moore 
Ted Mosser 
Chester Myslicki 
Ellen Nadler 
Richard Nolan 
Jean Oliva 
Bob Overholtzer 
Ted Parker 
Ruth & Charles Perry 

Mary Petersen 
Lavona Poe 
Martha Powers 
Andre Pugin 
Linda Randall 
William Reader 
Norm Reich 
Ed Reinsel 
Lorraine & Norm Rosenberg 
Warren Ruefer 
Chris Rupp 
Jack Samarias 
Martha Scanlon 
Stan Schretter 
Elaine Schwartz 
Soraya Sheikerz 
Margaret Singh 
Claire Smith 
Anne Sprague 
Sharyn Stahl 
Valerie Stucky 
Bud Talley 
Allen Taylor 
Betty Tell 
Beth & Joel Ticknor 
Jack Underhill 
Audrey Van Vliet 
Lorena Vandiverre 
Patricia & Robert Warakomsky 
Charlene Ward 
Cliff Warfield 
Audrey Webb 
Enid Weber 
Thelma Weiner 
Mike Whitehouse 
Carr Whitener 
Vivien Witheford 
Gloria Woodall 

John Woods 
Jim Wright 
Roberta Wulf 
Don Yesukaitis 
Ann & Ralph Youngren 
Craig Zane & Ginny Garretson 
Stan Zimmerman 
Anonymous (15) 
 
 
In Honor of Contributors 
Bill Savage & Mary Losik in 
gratitude to Palmer & Ceda 
McGrew 
 

Louis Bluestein in remem-
brance of Marjorie K. Mandel 
 

Maryann Yergovich, Leslie 
Stansfield & Helen Sellman in 
remembrance of Julia Fintel 
 

Arthur Helper in remem-
brance of Jerry & Bunny Abel 
 
 
Special Contributors 
George Mason University 
($60,000+ for use of the facil-
ities in Fairfax and Loudoun, 
including all utilities, mainte-
nance & housekeeping) 
 
Potomac Area Technology   
      Computer Society 
Verizon 
Brunch Murder Mystery  
      Fundraiser 
Movie and Lunch  
      Fundraiser 
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