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Births

ACR August 24, 1877

No mention
of mother, no
name of child!



Births

“Cigars on P. D. Barnum—daughter last 
Thursday.” ACR March 15, 1894

“Henry Beaton is the daddy of a big 
bouncing baby boy since Dec. 11.” ACR 
December 20, 1894

“Born to John McGuire, of Alcona, a 
daughter.” ACR June 26, 1885

“Mr. Duncan J. McArthur is the father of a 
14 lb. boy.” ACR June 4, 1886



Births

“Charlie Miller has tallied the advent of a 
daughter on the head of the bed and is as happy 
as a big sun-flower. It arrived on the 11th.” ACR 

August 19, 1897

“Dr. McCormick and Mrs. Mulholland had a hunt 
through the straw on the 27th, and found an eight 
pound boy. They insisted that old Dave was the 
father. The doctor knows his business and don’t 
you forget it. He was cool as a cucumber and 
gave good satisfaction. The mother is doing 
well.” ACR March 5, 1886



Marriages

ACR May 18, 1877

Some good
genealogical
information!



Marriages

“A quiet wedding occurred Sunday afternoon at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Anderson, 
when Donald E. Anderson and Miss Beatrice 
Procunier were united in marriage. The 
ceremony was performed in the presence of 
only a few intimate friends and relatives. Rev. W. 
W. Will officiating. Mr. Anderson is the youngest 
son of Thos. C. Anderson and the bride is a 
daughter of Peter Procunier. Both are highly 
respected young people and have the best 
wishes of a host of friends. The Review extends 
congratulations.” ACR May 11, 1899



Divorces

“A divorce was granted by default to Olive Mary 
Millen from John Alfred Millen. Mrs. Millen 
charged her husband with extreme cruelty and if 
half that was related is true her brief association 
with him must have been very unhappy. Her 
husband did not appear to contest the 
proceedings or answer the wife’s charges and 
an absolute divorce was granted by default. 
Millen had retained I. S. Canfield but the latter 
did not appear for his client.” ACR December 22, 
1898



Divorces

“Mrs. Mary Nevin filed an application for divorce 
from Jas. Nevin, alleging cruel treatment and 
infidelity.” ACR May 24, 1894

“Mrs. Nevin was granted a divorce at the recent 
term of court.” ACR November 14, 1895

“Mary Nevin was given full possession of all the 
property of Jas. Nevin as the result of the 
hearing for alimony. The court gave her the 
hotel, hotel barn, and all the appurtenances to 
which dfdt. might have had any right or title.” 
ACR February 27, 1896



Bigamy

“Frederick Repkey, of Au Sable, is a too 
much married man for Michigan, and the 
cold clammy hand of the law has therefore 
taken him into custody.” ACR March 15, 
1899



Bigamy
“Sheriff Dawson of Sanilac county arrived in 
Alcona county last week and made the arrest of 
a man named Snyder and a woman named 
Body, who were living near Mater’s farm in the 
vicinity of West Harrisville. The couple, 
accompanied by the woman’s 10-year-old boy, 
arrived in Harrisville last fall on the Pilgrim and at 
once settled in the neighborhood where they 
were found. They had eloped from near 
Marlette, where one had left a wife and family 
and the other a husband. Those who saw 
Snyder wondered how any woman could be led 
astray by him, for his personal attractions were 
principally conspicuous by their absence.” ACR 
January 31, 1895



Deaths

ACR May 25, 1877

Graphic descriptions
of accidents



Deaths

“Ralf Pratt, of East Tawas, died suddenly 
of the same kind of heart disease that a 
good many others do. His heart failed to 
beat. We do not believe in going into 
ecstacies over a departed bum. So we will 
drop the matter by stating that Pratt died of 
“consumption” and probably left as few 
real friends as it is possible for a man to 
leave.—Au Sable Monitor.” ACR March 31, 
1892



Deaths

“Mrs. Lawrence, a County charge, who was sent 
to the county farm from Haynes Twp., was found 
dead in bed yesterday morning. She was subject 
to epileptic fits and Coroner Mayo, after inquiring 
into the facts, deemed an inquest unnecessary. 
The dead woman was about 36 years of age. 
She had been married: one of the children of 
this union was also an epileptic and was sent to 
the state school sometime ago. The woman 
seemed to have no friends here who cared 
enough for her to give her a Christian burial and 
under the state law the body goes to the 
university dissecting rooms.” ACR September 23, 
1897
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Advertisements – Lumber/Land

ACR June 29, 1877ACR July 6, 1877

ACR August 24, 1877



Advertisements - Grocers

ACR May 18, 1877ACR September 7, 1877



Advertisements - Travel

ACR September 21, 1877



Advertisements – Household Goods

ACR September 21, 1877



Temperance

ACR November 30, 1877

Drinking was a
problem for
lumbermen,
railroad men,
and farmers

A free reading room
was established
to keep the men
out of saloons



Fire

ACR October 5, 1877

Fire was 
very common,
few had
insurance



Travel

ACR October 26, 1877

Excellent
information
for
genealogists



Miscellaneous

ACR July 13, 1877

An unusual baby

A photographer

Locally grown potatoes

Death from cancer

Suicide

Owls killing ducks

Articles are in no
particular order –
must search
everywhere!
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National



County

ACR September 21, 1877

If you’re lucky,
you might find
something like
this!



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County Michigan
April 16, 1903
Page 5

Fredericksburg, Va., April 12, 1903
In making repairs in the old house at Fredericksburg where Mary,
the mother of George Washington, lived, and which George often 
visited, a little hatchet of antiquated pattern was found. The 
workingmen, in removing the ceiling of one of the rooms, discovered 
the little hatchet all covered with rust. It was of a pattern in use many 
years ago. The rumor was at once started that it was the historic 
weapon with which Washington made his memorial attack on the 
cherry tree. It is probable that the hatchet will be presented to the 
Mount Vernon Memorial association and treasured at Washington’s 
home on the Potomac, where many other Washington relics are 
stored. 



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County, Michigan
January 10, 1901
Page 1

The House He Lived In
When John Quncy Adams was 80 years of age he met in the streets of 

Boston an old friend who shook his trembling hand and said: "Good 
morning, and how is John Quincy Adams today?" "Thank you," was the ex-
president's answer, "John Quincy Adams himself is well, sir; quite well, I 
thank you. But the house in which he lives at present is becoming 
dilapidated. It is tottering upon its foundation. Time and the seasons have 
nearly destroyed it. Its roof is pretty well worn out. Its walls are much 
shattered and it trembles with every wind. The old tenement is becoming 
almost uninhabitable, and I think John Quincy Adams will have to move out 
of it soon. But he himself is quite well, sir; quite well." With that the 
venerable sixth president of the United States moved on, with the aid of his 
staff. 



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County, Michigan
January 28, 1904
Page 8

A Lincoln Story
The spirit in which Lincoln joined in his famous debate with 

Douglas is best illustrated by an anecdote which Leonard Swett
related to Augustus C. Buell. “I believe, Abe, you can beat Douglas 
for the senate. You can carry the legislature if you make the best 
use of your opportunity,” said Mr. Swett to Lincoln on the eve of the 
first debate. “No, Leo, I can’t beat him for the senate, but I’ll make 
him beat himself for the presidency.”—Leslie’s Weekly 



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County, Michigan
June 13, 1907
Page 1

Give Your Wife an 8-Hour Day, Says T. R.
“Give your wife an eight-hour day,” was President Roosevelt’s 

advice to a large crowd of workingmen, whom he addressed from 
the platform of his car at Connellsville, Saturday morning.

“I’ve mighty little use,” he said, “for the man who is always 
declaiming in favor of an eight-hour day for himself and who does 
not think anything at all of having a 16-hour day for his wife.”

“Remember that your first duty in being a good neighbor is to 
be a good neighbor to those who are nearest to you. Be a good 
neighbor to your own wife and children.” 



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County, Michigan
August 3, 1905
Page 5

Immigration
The prophecy recently made by one in direct touch with the sources of 

immigration to the United States as well as with its general character and 
tendency, that soon there will be an annual arrival of one million immigrants 
to this country, brings the realization that the immigration subject is one of 
increasing rather than of departing importance. The importance of wisely 
restricting and directing this enormous annual addition to our population is 
being regarded as never before. If, as is thought by many, the life of the 
republic is involved in a wise solution of the increasing immigration problem, 
then it is true that partisanship and demagogy and sectionalism should be 
arbitrarily put aside in discussions and decisions affecting it. Not the narrow, 
unworthy demand of America for Americans, should be suggested in this 
connection, but the sensible and patriotic requirement that America shall be 
for those who will be for America and for America’s laws and constitution 
and the civilization it seeks to obtain and represent. 



National

Alcona County Review
Alcona County, Michigan
April 11, 1907
Page 8

Smoking in Congress
The rule against smoking in congress was adopted some years 

ago at the suggestion of the late Senator Ingalls of Kansas. The 
Kansas senator complained one day that smoke was being wafted 
into the chamber from the corridors or cloakrooms. Other senators 
joined the Kansan in protest. The rule was passed. Later it 
developed that the smoke came from burning waste near the capitol, 
and the wind carried it into the building. When it reached the 
olfactories of Mr. Ingalls it reminded him of a Kansas cigar. But the 
discovery of the mistake did not abate the rule.—Washington Post. 



Old Newspaper Sources 
Update

(See my OGS2008 presentation in DocStore on 
OLLI@GMU Website)



Free

National Digital Newspaper Program 
www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica/
� Joint program of National Endowment for the 

Humanities and the Library of Congress

� 20 year project

� To be freely accessible on the Internet

� Historically significant newspapers published 
in U.S. from 1836-1922

� Currently covers some papers from 1880-
1910



Free

Paper of Record www.paperofrecord.com

� Haven’t decided if good source for genealogy

� Seems more historical than genealogical

Small-Town Papers www.smalltownpapers.com

� Current editions of papers

� Not a comprehensive collection

� They really mean small towns!

Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist/newspaper.htm

� Lists many sites to visit



Free (?)

Ask a Librarian service over internet
� askalibrarian@secstate.wa.gov (for Washington 

State)

Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness
� http://www.raogk.org/

Rootsweb Mailing Lists
� www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

Local Libraries
� Visit (or interlibrary loan)
� If library has microfilmed copies of local newspapers 

(and requesting library has microfilm readers)



Free/Paid?

Google News

� Expands two-year-old service for major 
newspapers and magazines

New York Times

Washington Post

Time, etc.

� More than 100 newspapers

Partnering with Heritage Microfilm and ProQuest

� All permissions obtained from publishers



Paid

New England Historic Genealogical 
Society (NEHGS)

www.newenglandancestors.org/research/main/

� Gale’s 19th Century U.S. Newspapers

1.7 million pages

Full text and images from hundreds of newspapers

Every region of U.S. covered

Full-text searches



Paid

World Vital Records (update) 
www.worldvitalrecords.com

� > 1 billion records

� U.S. only: $40/yr, $6/mo

� World: $100/yr, $15/mo

Newspaper Archives (update) 
www.newspaperarchive.com

� > 1 billion articles

� Articles start in 1759

� $72/yr, $12/mo


