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Who spends time in fictional worlds?

Who spends time in artistic worlds?



5 hrs/day




7 Million people

1,248 Performances
1,319 seats
1,646,112 Lucky People







@F@Fﬁ“’d n@nﬁé‘dd






o

e

L
o
N
v
~

N
<

e ot
v

»
'










Retell Exercise

Mental states?

Scenery?

Character dress?
Background?

Facial/ bodily expressions?
Personal reaction to the clip

[ e

Dusbn Huﬂ'man
Kramer vs Kramer

Meryl Sorecp  Janwe Alexander

PR, g A e [t Y eepm————— T8

Pt Seanlicy R JaBe seote i e st Robert ¥

L I o Sl




)O we react?

Startle responses
Emotion regulation
External v. internal “feeling”

Perspective taking and story
knowledge
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Dustin Hoffman

Kramer v Kramer
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{ow do we react?

Same emotion, different level?

Fridja’s law: feel the emotion at the necessary intensity
through the fictional world it exists in?

Put aside “realness” and process normally, unless too
extreme?
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Theory of Mind/ Socia
Reasoning

(Lisa Zunshine)



terfactual thinking and
iotional decision making
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Language










Fiction v. NonFiction
praisal system (Harris, 2000)

tological Evaluation: Real? Fictional? Possible?

Fvent—> Appralsalz. —_—
Genuine? Spurious?

Emo



Purposeful emotion manipulation




iction compresses, simplifies emotional world
Mar & Oatley, 2008)







Nhy do we like negative fiction and art?
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How does acting affect actors!?

How 'do we understand acting?







(Goldstein & Winner, 20I0:20I l;
Goldstein, Wu & Winner, 2009-2010; Nettle, 2006







Quasi-Experimental Intervention

wo Ages: 9 year olds/ 14 year olds

wo Schools: Low SES/ High SES

omparison Groups: Music/ Art

ontrol: Age, SES, Sex, Verbal IQ, Experience, Characteristics

)Jutcomes: Theory of Mind, Empathy, Emotion Regulation

Pretest ------ |0 months ------- Post test




Quasi-Experimental Intervention

8-10 yr old 13-15 yr old

X Theory of Mind v Theory of Mind

/ Empathy V Empathy

V Emotion Regulation Emotion Regulation



tent Analysis of Acting Instruction




ear old Acting Class Analysis

2%

7%

[1 Class Management

B Physical

B Motivation

B Paying Attention

E Theory of Mind

B Empathy, Emotion
Regulation

[ Imagination, Language,
Professionalism, Timing/
Pacing

Goldstein & Winner, 2012



Year old Acting Class Analysis

4%

B Classroom Management

& Theory of Mind

B Motivation

=] . .
39% Emotion Regulation

™ Empathy
™ Physical
™ Language

. Imagination,
Paying Attention,
Professionalism,
Timing

Goldstein & Winner, 2012
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Jnanswered questions

Vhy do some people like scary

novies, but they are overwhelming

or other people?

Vhat types of theatre activities

vork best for what types of kids?

THERE WAS

A CLOWN
AT THE
PARTY,

& 2005 8 Keane, fnc.
Dist. by Kk Features Synd.
www. iamilycircus.com

“A real one, or just somebody wearin

funny suit and a painted face?”



Thank you

Social Skills, Imagination,
and Theatre Lab

George Mason University

Brittany Thompson
Tiffany Morina

Allison Boyle
Aura-Maria Garcia 25+ Research

14 testers '

: \éf 9 group leaders \‘d’

Social Cognition and Arts and Mind Lab
Imagination Lab Boston College
Pace University

Ellen Winner
Maya Tamir

Assistants

ORKS.
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Development Lab
Yale University

Paul Bloom
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Children, Parents, and Schools

JOHN TEMPLETON C ﬂrﬁ@hﬂe’dfaﬂ,

FOUNDATION

LINKING LEARNING AND THE ARTS



'witter: @ThaliaGoldstein

Nebsite: http://ssit.gmu.edu
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