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Health transitions are changes in the frequency, geography, or severity of diseases that affect a population.  Clean water is one factor that can quickly create a shift in the causes of illness and death in a community.  Clean water improves child survival and reduces infectious disease, which means that over time clean water leads to an increase in diseases related to aging and creates opportunities for outbreaks as populations lose immunity to waterborne infections.  Clean water is a good and necessary factor in improving child and population health, but successful clean water programs mean that communities must prepare to address a new set of public health challenges.
