Cy Jones Abstract
Water Quality: Eutrophication, Hypoxia, and Public Policy
Nutrient over-enrichment of freshwater and coastal ecosystems-or eutrophication-is a rapidly growing environmental crisis. Worldwide, the number of coastal areas impacted by eutrophication stands at over 500.  In coastal areas, occurrences of dead zones, which are caused by eutrophic conditions, have increased from 10 documented cases in 1960 to 405 in 2008.  In addition, many of the world’s freshwater lakes, streams, and reservoirs suffer from eutrophication; in the United States, eutrophication is considered the primary cause  of freshwater impairment.  As the climate grows warmer, the occurrence and severity of eutrophication will increase.  This session will cover the causes and current extent of eutrophication, potential impacts of climate change, as well as strategies to control nutrient pollution.



