F705  Foreign Policy Roundtable

Thursdays, 2:00–3:30, Sept. 22–Nov. 10

Moderator: John Coffey

Class limit: 25

This is a discussion seminar examining selected topics in contemporary American foreign policy. Participants will receive designated readings for each topic prior to the beginning of the course, which they must read carefully and be prepared to discuss.

● Sept. 22: America in the World.

Roger Altman and Richard Haass, “American Profligacy and American Power.” Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec., 2010. (Subscription required)

Joseph Nye, “The Future of American Power.” Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec., 2010. (Subscription required)

John Coffey, review of Joseph Nye, “The Future of Power.” Prism, September, 2011.

Eric Edelman, “The Broken Consensus.” World Affairs, Nov./Dec., 2010.
John Coffey, review of Michael Madelbaum, “The Frugal Superpower.” Prism, Dec., 2010.

● Sept. 29: America in the World II.

Jacob Heilbrunn, “Samantha and Her Subjects.” National Interest, May/June, 2011.
Robert Kaplan and Stephen Kaplan, “America Primed.” National Interest, Mar./Apr., 2011.
John Mearsheimer, “Imperial by Design.” National Interest, Jan./Feb., 2011.
John Coffey, review of John Mearsheimer, “Why Leaders Lie.” American Diplomacy, Feb. 21, 2011.
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, “Commencement Address,” Notre Dame University, May 22, 2011.
● Oct. 6: Turmoil in the Middle East.

President Barack Obama, “Address to the Nation on Libya,” National Defense University, Washington, D.C., Mar. 28, 2011.
(optional) David Ignatius, “Gates Underlines the Dangers in the Middle East.”  Washington Post, Mar. 22, 2011.
David Sanger, “Letting Others Lead in Libya.” New York Times, 

Apr. 23, 2011.

Ambassador Michael Zantovsky, Czech Republic, “1989 and 2011:  Compare and Contrast.” World Affairs, July/Aug., 2011.

Robert Kagan, “An Imperfect Triumph in Libya.” Washington Post, Aug. 28, 2011.
● Oct. 13:  U.S. Stakes in the Middle East.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, “Remarks at the Human Rights Council,” Geneva, Feb. 28, 2011.
Henry Kissinger and James Baker, “Grounds for U.S. Military Intervention,” Washington Post, Apr. 10, 2011.
Gary Bass, “How Humanitarian Wars Can Go So Wrong.” Washington Post, Apr. 10, 2011.
(optional) Martin Indyk, “Amid the Arab Spring, Obama’s Dilemma Over Saudi Arabia,” Washington Post, Apr. 8, 2011.
Rajan Menon, “Breaking the State,” National Interest, May/June, 2011.
● Oct. 20: Fallout from the Arab Spring.

President Barack Obama, “Remarks on the Middle East and North Africa,” State Department, Washington, D.C., May 19, 2011.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, “Remarks at the U.S.-Islamic World Forum,” Washington, D.C., Apr. 12, 2011.
Lincoln Mitchell, “Faded Colors.” American Interest, May/June, 2011.
Robert Kaplan, "The Good Autocrat." National Interest, July/Aug., 2011.
(optional) Lawrence Kaplan, “Open Wide:  How Libya Revealed the Huge Gap Between U.S. and European Military Might.” New Republic, Apr. 26, 2011.
● Oct. 27:  U.S. Strategic Interests in Asia.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, “America’s Engagement in the Asia-Pacific.” Honolulu, Oct. 28, 2010.
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, “The U.S. Role in Asian Security.” International Institute for Strategic Studies. Singapore, June 4, 2011.
Seth Cropsey, “Anchors Away:  American Seapower in Drydock.” World Affairs, Jan./Feb., 2011.
Anthony Bubalo and Malcom Cook, “Horizontal Asia.” American Interest, May/June, 2010.
● Nov. 3:  China: The “Middle Kingdom” Goes Abroad.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, “Inaugural Richard C. Holbrooke Lectureon a Broad Vision of U.S.-China Relations in the 21st Century.” Department of State, Washington, D.C., Jan. 14, 2011.
Elizabeth Economy, “The Game Changer.” Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec., 2010. (Subscription required)

Robert Kaplan, “The Geography of Chinese Power.” Foreign Affairs, May/June, 2010. (Subscription required)

Aaron Friedberg, “Future Tense:  Are the United States and China on a Collision Course?” New Republic, May 5, 2011. (Subscription required)

(optional) Aaron Friedberg, “The Unrealistic Realist,” review of Henry Kissinger, On China, New Republic, August 4, 2011 (Subscription required)

● Nov. 10:  China, India, Japan and a Wild Card.

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, “Remarks on the U.S.-Japan Alliance,” Keio University, Tokyo, Jan. 4, 2011.
Robert Kaplan, “Center Stage for the 21st Century.” Foreign Affairs, Mar./Apr., 2009. (Subscription required)

Robert Madsen and Richard Samuels, “Japan, LLP.” National Interest, May/June, 2010. (Subscription required)

C. Raja Mohan, “The Return of the Raj.” American Interest, May/June, 2010.
Robert Kaplan and Abraham Denmark, “The Long Goodbye: The Future North Korea.” World Affairs, May/June, 2011.
John Coffey received his PhD in American history from Stanford University, where he was a Woodrow Wilson Fellow. He taught Western Civilization at Stanford and political science at Rockford College. He served in the Office of the Secretary of Defense/Policy, Commerce Department and State Department, retiring from State in 2005. He has published widely on foreign and defense policy.

