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TEXT

“MEDIA” — WHAT DOES THAT 
WORD NOW MEAN?

▸ MSM (MAINSTREAM MEDIA) 

▸ PARTISAN MEDIA

▸ THE “LIBERAL BIAS” 

▸ EMERGENCE OF THE ALT RIGHT

▸ FOREIGN ACTORS 

















FAKE NEWS ISN’T NEW 







“I JUST WANTED TO 
DO SOME GOOD AND 
WENT ABOUT IT THE 
WRONG WAY.” 

Edgar Maddison Welch 

(Quoted in NY Times, 

Dec. 7, 2016)





THE NEED FOR NEWS LITERACY 

“Young peoples’ ability to reason about the information 

on the internet can be summed up in one word: bleak. 

… Democracy is threatened by the ease at which 

disinformation about civic issues is allowed to spread 

and flourish.” — EVALUATING INFORMATION: THE CORNERSTONE OF 

CIVIC ONLINE REASONING  STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP (Nov. 

2016) 



FIGHTING FAKE NEWS

▸ snopes.com

▸ USAFACTS.org

▸ wikitribune.com

▸ https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/2016/07/20/the-10-best-fact-checking-sites

http://snopes.com
http://USAFACTS.org
http://wikitribune.com


BEYOND NEWS: MEDIA LITERACY

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/GIARW5R6DA4

* Drastic increase in the amount of time  youth spending with media

* Used well, the media can entertain and inform in positive ways. 

* Most children aren’t taught to use media thoughtfully.



REALITY CHECK 


