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The first three verses of Surah 12 ((8gwg) introduces the
story of Joseph in the context of the Koran as a revelation
of God's message to mankind through his prophet
Muhammad. The words that immediataely follow the
title, the Basmalah (/«,:ol-m \ u.l:-/m A oL, are
used to introduce all of the Surat of the Korarr, with the
exception of Surah 9 (which some believe was originally
a continuation of Surah 8). For the Muslim Muhammad
is the last of a long line of prophets who were sent by
God. The Hadith (early Muslim traditions) suggest a
total of 124,000 prophets had been sent as messengers
from God to empha31ze that apostles had been sent to
every people (Jgwy 4al JSJg Surah 10:47a). Muhammad,
like all of the prophets sent before him, spoke "in the

AL A ,vv A, vvvv‘rqv

Surat Yusuf #12 111 verses

Surah 12. Joseph

Bismi Allahi alrrabmani alrrabeemi

In the name of God, the Mercy-giving, the Merciful!

1. Alif~lam-ra

1.A.L.R.

tilka ayatu alkitabi almubeenu

These are verses from the Clear Book.

2. Inna anzalnahu qur-anan Adarabiyyan laAAallakum
taAAgiloona

2. We have sent it down as an Arabic reading so that
you may reason.

3. Nahnu naqussu AAalayka ahsana algasasi

bima awhayna ilayka hatha alqur-ana wa-in

kunta min qablibi lamina alghafileena

3. We relate the best stories to you,

since We have revealed this Reading to you.

You were someone quite unawarc pI'CViOllSIY.

name of God." In a similar way in Hebrew Scripture,
"Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of
Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and
Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was
over them." ( K1TU™12 77271 ANXM) 0 "21n00)
AOX DWA DU MY T XITIMTOY KNI
]11"’517 ‘7NT(U’ Ezra 5:1). For Muhammad the
message of all ‘of the prophets were the same. ".
that given to Moses and Jesus and that given to (all)
the prophets fom their Lord; We make no differences
between, them And we bow to God (in Islam)," (G 3 3
JP'WO;MUM-UMQMLvﬂ bswswywl
Q}le 4 RESICRNEN Surah 2:136b).

..and



JI. (A,LLR). No explanation is given in the text of
the Koran for these three mysterious letters at the
beginning of this Surah. There are 29 Surat which begin
with unexplained letters like this and they have been
the subject of much speculation. The three letters ,J
appear before Surat 11 through 15, with the exception
of Surah 13 which inserts the letter e (M), making four
letters: ,t| (ALMR).

These six adjacent surat are all said to have been revealed
toward the end of the time that Muhammad was still in
Mecca before he lead his followers to Medinah. It was
a time when Muhammad and his followers were being
persecuted for their new faith. The story of Joseph
fits this setting well, since the young Joseph suffered
mistreatment by his brothers, being sold into slavery
and only through his intelligence and virtue and God's
providence was able to become a leader and a savior
for his people. Beyond this observation of historical
setting and content, the inclusion of these unexplained
letters before so many surat give testimony to the
faithfulness of the scribes who copied the mss. through
the centuries, committed to not alter any detail of a text
believed to be the record of the very words of God.

ol CaSUI Cl ells The word translated "verses" ‘ayat
(&), singular LI) appears four times in Surah 12, the
other three occurances it is translated "sign."

12:7- UJJL“‘.U u_.u| cu).v>| 9 uuy @ o &) . Lagad
kana fee yoong‘h wa-ikhwatihi ayatun lilssa-ileena
.. there were signs for inquirers

5

12:35- U\D U"" CLM.'?.“«.J L,«.)yl |9|)lA J&J Q.n P.QJIJ.J
Thumnia bada lahum min baAAdi ma raawoo a/—ayaz‘z
layasjununnahu hatta heenin

'Then it occurred to them to jail him for a while even
after they had seen the signs.

12:105- 29 Gle O55% uo)l”e Ssaddl & 4J oe 563
S3dyma lgie '
Wakaayyin min ayatin fee alssamawati waal-ardi
yamurroona AAdalayha wahum AAanha mu AAridoona
How many a sign do they pass by in Heaven and
Earth, and pay no attention to them?

The cognate of &l ‘ayat in Hebrew is NN ‘ot.

The first five verses of Surah 96 are designated as the first revelation to Muhammad on

mount Jabal al-Nour }J\ J-«? (The Mountain of Light” )near Mecca in 610 CE.
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Surah 96. Iqraa

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
1 - Proclaim in the name of your Lord who created,
2 - created man out of a clot of blood.

3 - Proclaim and your Lord is most bountiful.

4 - He who taught the pen,

5 - taught man what he did not know.



