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One Remarkable Life

s mother was told by a visitor from heaven that her son w
be a mere mortal, but divine.

th was accompanied by divine signs in heaven.

me to become an itinerant minister.

they should not be concerned ¢




The Divine Continum

Unlike our modern understanding about the gulf
een God and man, gods and human beings ming
eCO Roman world. They did, however, believ

erful gods such as Zeus or Jupiter stc

1iext lower tier were great gods




Three Models of the Divine Human .

Gods Who Temporarily Become Human (
oman gods Jupiter and Mercury were said ¢




Divine Beings In Ancient Judais

nlike pagans, Jews were monotheists.

here are other divine beings. The Hebrew Bi
angels, demons, cherubim and seraphi

ar more powerful than humans, b

1m of power. Some are more




In The Beginning

The divine realm is actually very crowded with
rnatural entities. For example...

The Bible has a third creation model. In addition
enesis, there 1s one referenced in the Books o
1d Job. In this version, the world 1s created 1
a great battle between God and what
in the waters called Rahab. And [
reature that either coexiste




ow Did Jesus Become God?

Rather than ask, “Did the earliest
1S believe that Jesus was God?,”

1e earliest Christi




The Jesus Of History




The Problem

t 1s impossible to avoid the suspicic
Jesus research 1s a very safe pl:
and call 1t hlstory, to do




ur Sources: The Letters of Pa

carly half of the New Testament’s 27 book

1: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Cor
lippians, 1 Thessalonian




Jur Sources: The Synoptic Gospel:

e term synoptic comes from the Greek s
aning "together", and optic, meaning

pels of Matthew, Mark, and

as the Synoptic Gospel:




Problems With Gospel Sources

Ve have no original copies of any of the gospel

e gospels were written 35-70 years after the
nts they describe.

spoke Aramaic. The gospels were w
The gospels are translation

e written anonymo




An Historian’s View

The canonical and non-canonical Gospels prov
and second-hand evidence concerning the




ew Testament Back Dating

John was clothed with camel's hair and
a leather belt around his waist, and his
1sts and wild honey. And he was
ind saymg, " After me One




New Testament Back Dating

“He said to them, “This 1s what I told you
e [ was still with you: Everything must be
>d that 1s written about me 1n the Law o
ne Prophets and the Psalms.”

3 opened their minds so the




Additions To The New Testame

It would appear that several important biblical

ses were tacked on at later dates.

Here are three

nples: 1 John 5:7 (“For there are three that bear re

wven, the Father, the Word, and

ee are one”); Luke 22:20 (“Li

the Holy Ghos
_1kewise also

saying, This cup is the new testa

' shed for you); and

suke 4.5

he blessed them e

M )\,




How We Remember

Remembering is not like reading a book b
- like writing a book. If there are blanks, ¥

se human memory “leaks and

of us are to one degre




he Problems With Memor

ong-term memory is reconstructive as well as reproductive and so
1volves imagination.

st event information often becomes incorporated into memory,
ementing and altering a person’s recollection.

pt to project present circumstances and biases onto ¢




Oral Traditions

It's rather clear from the way that the stories
lop 1n the gospels that the Christians who are writ
)spels a generation after the death of Jesus are ¢
1 a stock of oral memory, that 1s, stories tha
d down probably by followers. But if




Preference For Oral Tradition

“I also will not hesitate to draw up for you, along
these expositions, an orderly account of all the t
ully learned and have carefully recalled from tt
or I have certified their truth...

henever someone arrived who had been

of one of the elders, I would care




The Gospel Of Mark

e Gospel of Mark 1s our earliest gospel.
1s written around 65-70 CE.
norship is unknown.
oral and perhaps written storie




The Gospel Of Matthew

e Gospel of Matthew was written around 80-85CE
e Gospel of Matthew 1s anonymous.
new copied/edited much of the Gospel of
11ns additional stories from “Q” and

veral important stories including
irth and the Sermon on tl




The Gospel Of Luke

he Gospel of Luke is believed to have been writter
er the Gospel of Matthew, around 85-90CE.

atthew and Mark, Luke 1s anonymous.
2-volume set, with the Acts of the Apo
many of the stories found in Me
itional stories from “Q”




66Q99

The Q source, (from the German Quelle
"source") 1s a hypothetical writter
1 of sayings of Jesus defined a
erial found 1n the Gosp




The Gospel Of John

1e Gospel of John was written around 95 CE.
wuthorship is unknown.

e his 1 year ministry in the synoptics, Jes
for nearly 3 years in the Gospel of Jc

follows a similar plot line b



Christian Claim On The Torah

“In this way, everything that was said of ancient
el, and all the promises made to 1t, were transferrec
hristians, who claimed that they, and not the Jev

he ancient people of God.

1S transference...was probably almost as

. the future history of Chr1st1an1t




Josephus

At this time there appeared Jesus, a wise man if
ed one should call him a man, for he was a doer ¢
ng deeds, a teacher of people who receive the t
asure. And he gained a following both a
s and among many of Greek origin. He
nd when Pilate, because of an acc




Non-Christian Sources

'he first 1s from 112 CE, from the Roman Governor, Pl
> Younger to the Emperor Trajan

vere accustomed to meet on a fixed day
d sing responsively a hymn to Christ




Non-Christian Sources

'he next comes from 115 CE, from the Roman historia
citus:

ently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened
cted the most exquisite tortures on a clas




How To Proceed

Rather than trying to identify individual sayings a
that can be proven authentic beyond reasonable d
d focus first and foremost on the overall impre
>s give. If they were unable to preserve the g

the chances of them having preserved
pecome vanishingly small. And e

1 the Gospels 1S a summa




15t Century Palestine

eracy rates may have been 85-95%. It was a
miracles, gods and very early death.

e under foreign control most of the ¢
ctore the birth of Jesus.

vere required to pay




15t Century Palestine

ere developed a Jewish ideology called
calypticism.
vil age was controlled by cosmic forces ¢
vho were gaining in strength.
| entually intervene in the cc



Jow Modern Historians See Jes

Most scholars in both the United States
oe over the past century have been




The Life Of Jesus

sus was born c. 6-4 BCE, near the time of the dez
H{erod the Great.

ent his childhood and early adult years in
1, a Galilean village.

otized by John the Baptist.




The Life Of Jesus

created a disturbance in the Temple area.
had a final meal with the disciples.
arrested and interrogated by Jewish authorities,
ally the high priest.
cuted on the orders of the Roman prefe
1 'ng to be the “King of the Jew



The Family Of Jesus

ather: Joseph, described as a "tekton";
ditionally taken to mean "carpenter”, thoug
reek term evokes an artisan with wooc

, was betrothed to Jo




‘Siblings, Cousins Or Step Children?

“In the NT there 1s not a single clear case where (the
word for brother: adelpos) “brother” means “‘cousin’™
other.” This 1s the natural sense in Paul, Mark and J

s usage 1s particularly important because
past events handed down to him. He

Lord as people he has known Al




The Teachings Of Jesus

sus taught about the imminent arrival of the Kingdom of
Kingdom’s arrival would be heralded by a cosmic figt

e for God’s judgment, all Jews needed to fo
pent of their sins.




esus’ Teachings Questione

“Where did this man get these things? 'I

the wisdom given to him? How ar
orks done by his hands? Is no
son of Mary and brotk







hat Is The Kingdom Of God?




The Coming Son Of Man

"And 1n those days, after the affliction, the
grow dark and the moon will not give its lig
e stars will be falling from heaven, and
in the sky will be shaken; and then tk
1 of Man coming on the cloud

_ And then he W111 ser




esus’ Role In The Kingdo

“Again I tell you, it 1s easier for a camel to go thro
/e of a needle than for a rich person to enter the king
”... Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left
1g and followed you. What then will we have
n, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world
11 sit on his glorious throne, you wi

lso 31t on twelve thrones




Who Is A Son of God?

a Jewish context, ‘Son of God’ dc
e than human.” It means yc
iship with God.




Who Is A Messiah?

A messiah 1s a savior or liberator of a the
people. In the Hebrew Bible a messiah 1
High Priest traditionally anointed witk

o 01l. In later Jewish messianic trad
y, a messiah 1s a leader anointe

es, a tuture King of




Did Jesus Found A Church?

“And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
t, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered a
1to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesk
ath not revealed it unto thee but my Father w
d I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter
< I will build my church and the ga g

10 alnst 1t.” — Matt 16:16-18




Did Jesus Think He Was God

“As He was setting out on a journey, |
to Him and knelt before Him, and ¢
0od Teacher, what shall I do tc
And Jesus said to him,




d Jesus Think He Was Divin

Dale Martin - Professor of Religious Studies Yale University
43:55-49:10




Jelief In Jesus As The Messia

- There are reasons to believe that some o
> followers thought of him as the messi
11s lifetime, not stmply afterward.




Why Was Jesus Crucified?

“Jesus was an eschatological prophet. He thought th

as going to destroy the Temple. Jesus probably tho
e new age, when the twelve tribes of Israel were
here would be a new and perfect Temple

That was standard eschatological thi




The Resurrection




hen Does Christianity Begi

1anity 1s born, not as a direct result of Jesus’
, but as a result of what God 1s claimed tc
1gh his death and resurrection.”




Where Did The Resurrection Take Place’

- Only Luke’s gospel places the Apostles
salem after the Crucifixion. All the othe
>y went to back to Galilee. It was the
esurrection appearances took




istoricity of the Resurrectio

.nothing would prohibit a conscientious histor
1 steering clear of both theological and anti
oical assumptions and simply adopting

10logical approach to the data, v

ticular interpretation




The Resurrection - Paul

For what I received I passed on to you as of
t importance: that Christ died for our sins
rding to the Scriptures, that he was buried, t
raised on the third day according to the
s, and that he appeared to Cephas,
ve. After that, he appeared to
he brothers and s1s

“SL 111!




The Resurrection - Mark

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the
her of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might
nd anoint him...And they were saying to one another, “W

0ll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?
oking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled be
arge. And entering the tomb, they saw a young
1e right side, dressed in a white robe, and tk
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed
, who was crucified. He has ris
1ere they laid him. E




The Resurrection - Matthew

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the
, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. A
Id, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord

nded from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sz
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as s
car of him the guards trembled and became like dead
c] said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I knc
0 was crucified. He is not here, for he has ri
1€ lace where he lay. Then go qu ¢
en from the dead and of;




The Resurrection - Luke

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taki
pices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb
they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were
ed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as
chtened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Wk
e living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember
1le he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivere
men and be crucified and on the third day rise.”

>y remembered his words, and returning from the tom
leven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Mag

ames and the other women with them

seemed to them an idle tale, anc

* QTOOTY




The Resurrection - John

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb earl
e it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved
‘them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know wt

e laid him.” So Peter went out with the other dlsc1ple and they were go

> tomb... Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the

n cloths lying there, and the face cloth...Then the other disciple
mb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet th
ipture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disc

ceping outside the tomb,...And she
esus had lam The I




The Doubt Tradition

s appears to no one in Mark.
hew 28:17 states Jesus appeared to the eleven, but “so

1:10-11, the women’s story of the risen Jesu
s as an “idle tale.”

ar to them, Luke 24:37-42,




The Ascension




Jesus Exalted To Heaven

“Then he led them out as far as Bethany
ting up his hands, he blessed them.
d them, he parted from them ar
to heaven. And they wc

Q)1 8




What Is Christology?

Christology 1s the field of study within
1an theology which 1s primarily conce

ical Gospels and the epis




The Earliest Christology

Pocalyptic Jews, the disciples believed that Jesus was the
”” of the general resurrection.

lieved that God had taken Jesus up into heaven.
alted Jesus to his right hand in a position of
Jue son of God.




The Jesus Movement

9:00 — 14.37




Acts Of The Apostles Begins

~ In the first book, Theophilus, I have dealt w

c was taken up, after he had given
ds through the Holy Spirit to the ar
q chosen He presented him
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Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together 1
lace. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a
o wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting
ided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on e:
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and bege
her tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Nc
in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every

were amazed and astonished, sayir
ng Gahleans‘7 And how 1s it th




The Church Of Jerusalem

In conformity with Jesus’ command not to approac
',les all potential candidates were Jewish. They we
e following the Law of Moses, but must also ac
amation that Jesus was the promised messiat
rrectlon and return would 1naugurate the




Who Led the Early Church?

Despite Church tradition, it is James, the brother of Je
ot Peter, who was the leader of the Jerusalem church.

“The Acts of the Apostles provides evidence that Jar
an important figure in the Christian community of
1llem. When Peter must flee Jerusalem, he asks
e informed .

c Chrlstlans of Antioch are concer
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Sources for the Historical Paul

We have two sources for the Historical Pau
letters he is said to have written and the |
the second part of the Gospel of Lul

ever, avaﬂable sources abou :




The Letters of Paul

I is credited with writing 13 letters. They acco
carly half of the New Testament’s 27 book

: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Cc




- The Acts Of The Apostles

ur other source for St. Paul.
itten by the anonymous other of Luke.
vicks up the story of Jesus after hi




e calls himself a Hebrew and a zealous Pharisee.
persecuted the Jesus movement.

1d 37 CE, Paul “sees” the risen Jesus. He receive
om Jesus and his call to serve the non-Jewi

ce trips to Jerusalem. The first is
'He meets Peter and Jam




Paul’s Biography: His Letters

aul claimed many revelations from Jesus including dire
1ce communications and an ascent to the highest leve

1s apostleship. _
d during his missionary




aul’s Biography: The Book of Ac

ul’s Hebrew name was Saul. He was born 1n Tars

e from a family of Pharisees and had a si
hew that lived in Jerusalem.

1 a Roman citizen.




Paul Persecutes Christians

For you have heard of my former life in

aism, how I persecuted the church of God
itly and tried to destroy it. And I was

ing 1in Judaism beyond many of my ov
people, so extremely zealous w

-of my fathers. But when
ore I was born , and




aul’s Conversion: His Letter

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importanc
irist died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he
at he was raised on the third day according to the Scriy
¢ appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. Afte
more than five hundred of the brothers and siste
st of whom are still living, though some

) eared to James, then to all the apos
also, as to one abnormall  bo




aul’s Conversion: Acts of the Apostles

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly
t from heaven tlashed around him. He fell to the
1d and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, w

whom you are persecuting,” he replied
00 1nto the city, and you will be tolc
men traveling with Saul stooc
ard the sound but dic




hy Do We Need Salvation?

“Paul’s logic seems to run like this:

1st, God has acted to save the world; |
> the world 1s 1n need of salvatior

e the law; 1s the law _th '




Atonement for Our Sins

“For I delivered to you as of first
rtance what I also received, that Christ ¢




Baptism

1 J udalsm 1mmer510n into water was intended to




Being “In Christ”

Paul uses this phrase 50 times in his genuine let
used nowhere else in the New Testament.

or Paul, Christ was a cosmic figure, no longe
Jesus who was “born of a woman.” He
aith 1in Jesus” a few times, but neve

being “in Christ.” Paul says




Righteoused By Faith

We do not have the English words to accurately
ate many of the key Greek phrases in Paul’s writing

Often mistranslated as “justification by faith,” beir
ed by faith 1s Paul’s way of describing Gentile

b with God.

irgues that God required of Gentiles ¢
e God of Israel and of Jesus a
: hteousedb- A1




The Lord’s Supper

“For I received from the Lord what I alsc
led on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the-




- Paul and the Spirit World

Like many Jews, Paul believed that bot
|s and demons were active in the world,
o and hindering humanity.

e things the Gentiles sacrifice

emons, and not to God.




Jesus As Christ

The honorific term most frequently app
to Jesus 1s Christos (270 times 1n
disputed letters).

>0 er_lt_ly, Paul uses Ch

N\ 41




Jesus’ Divine Sonship

Paul refers to Jesus as God’s “Son” fifteen
In his seven undisputed letters.

sed on modern studies of pre-Chris
cems as 1f “divine sonship’

1Cc role of I




Jesus As Lord

Paul refers to Jesus as Kyrios (Lord) 18
'n his undlsputed letters. The title ser




Did Paul Think Jesus Was God

To be sure, as others have noted earlier, the
emarkably close linkage of Jesus and God 1
letters. But, at the same time, there 1s a1

>qually emphatic affirmation that the

nd J esus— and Jesus 1S consiste




>aul Says Jesus is Preexiste

10, although he was in the form of God
D1d not regard being equal with God




>aul Says Jesus Is Not Preexiste

- “Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called as ¢
tle and set apart for the gospel of God,
he announced 1n advance through hi
1 the holy scriptures, concerr
escended from the s




hat Did Paul Really Think®

“One sees that 1t 1s impossible to derive
1 Paul’s letters anything approaching one
doctrine of the person of Jesus Chri
e that both the passages just quc

1) orlgm n Wthh case th




Were Paul’s Views
Normative?

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barne
o Titus along with me. I went up because of a revelation and set befc
.the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make s
unning or had not run in vain. But even Titus, who was with i
1 to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. Yet because of
retly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom
esus, so that they might bring us into slavery— tc

0 'ssmn even for a moment... And from those ¥
ey were makes no difference to me;




Were Paul’s Views
Normative?

But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposec
m to his face, because he stood condemned. For
ore certain men came from James, he was eati
 the Gentiles; but when they came he drew
parated himself, fearing the circumcisic
nd the rest of the Jews acted hypoc
him, so that even Barnabas
Pl cr1sy But when




The Second Coming

“We who are alive, who are left until the
arance of the Lord, will not proceed tho
e fallen asleep. For the Lord him
down from heaven with a cc
an archangel, an




The Final Duty of Christ

“The comes the end, when (Christ) del
' gdom to God the Father after




The Parousia Delayed



What Is The Parousia?

v when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud re
out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, bel
tood by them in white apparel, who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gaz
aven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven will so come in li

w Him go into heaven.“ —Acts 1:9-11

hrist will be instantaneous and worldwide. "For as the lightning
> west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be." —Matth




I'he Early Church’s Response

Apocalyptic fervor can only be maintained for sc
. From our earliest sources, we see that the discip
0 be constantly on the ready for the Parousia, a
at could strike quick as lightning.

istians and critics were told not to get




The Didache




The Didache

Lost for centuries, a Greek manuscript of the Didache
overed in 1873.

he Didache or The Teachings of the Twelve Apol
y Christian treatise dated by most scholars to
2d Century.

‘ hne of this treatise 1s "Teachmg 0




ow The Didache Sees Jesus

The Jesus of the Didache 1s essentially the




The Didache On The End Times

Be careful how you live. Do not let your lamps be quenched
your loins ungirdled, but be ready, for you do not know the hour
.ord will come...for your whole time as a believer will come tc

o if you are found to be imperfect at the end time.

n the last days the false prophets and corrupters shall
and then the deceiver of the world will appear as a ¢
ning signs and wonders, and the earth will be d
He will do things more unholy than any si
7 (Y ld 2

shall come to the fire




The Pagan World

Vol. 4 1:45-5:00




Orthodoxy and Heresy

means the “right belief.”

hoice,” as in the chc




How Varied Was Early
Christianity?

“Yet even the fifty-two writings discoverec
Hammadi offer only a glimpse of the
exity of the early Christian movement.

In to see that what we call Christiar

3 resents only a small selects




Views of Jesus in the Early Churc

There were numerous views of Christ
shout the second and third centuries.




People of The Book

One of the distinctive features of early
tianity, in all its guises, was its literary
er. Literature served to provide sacrec

Ot Christian belief and practice,

gainst its cultured despise




Who Were The Ebionites?

A Jewish Christian movement that existed durin
irly centuries of the Christian Era, we only know
onites through the writings of their enemies
b olytus mentions them in his work, Ref

rejecting his divinity, and 1r _




What Is Adoptionist
Christology?

“With regard to the development of all the early
rch’s Christology...more happened in the first 20 years
in the entire later, centuries long development of dog
lengel, New Testament Scholar :

earliest Christians understood Jesus tc
1 0f God at his resurrection. The
s to divine status (Ado




ho Were the Theodotians?

Another early adoptionist Gentile group,
otlans (named after a Roman shoe maker

s completely human, and not di

d to be the Son of C




Docetism

First mentioned in 1 John late in the firs
ry CE, Docetists (from the Greek v
meaning “to seem’’) maintainec

| being completely

-_ ay Y M X




A Mortal or Spiritual Body?

e (24:36-37): “While they were saying these thir
s himself stood 1 In their midst and said to them,
be with you.” They were startled and afra'




Ignatius Opposes Docetism

By the early 2"¢ Century, Docetism appear
pecome a widely held view by some Chris

Around 110 CE, Ignatius, the bishop
Syria, wrote to Christian readers 1

cy) that they are to “be de




ho Were The Marcionites?

The best known Docetist was Marcion of Sinope at Rome (cir 8
arcionites believed Jesus Christ was the savior sent by God, anc
us was his chief apostle, but they rejected the Hebrew Bible and
ael. Marcionites felt that many of the teachings of Christ ar
ble with the actions of the God of the Old Testament.

Marcion, the law was one thing and the gospel anoth
d follow the law, it must have been given by
ame from the God of Jesus. There Were




What Is Gnosticism?

Gnosticism comes from the Greek word for knowledge

hristian Gnostics maintained that salvation came nc
1th 1n the death and resurrection of Jesus, but thre
edge of the secrets Christ revealed to his fc

arcion, Gnostics did not think this wo

_ Instead one (or more) of mr




arly Christian Hetero-Orthodoxie

By the end of the second century CE,
1onist, docetist and Gnostics views we
liscounted. Most Christians emb
' d1ng that ChI'lSt was a 1e




Justin Martyr

Born 1n Palestine (cir. 100 CE), Justin was t

true Christian intellectual. A trained

sopher, Justin moved to Rome and foundec
an philosophical school around 140 CE

as a preexistent divine being, the
od” before creation of the

n for the sake of b




Modalism

Thought to be the most popular Christian view
ird century CE, Modalism 1s perhaps the earlie
t to explain the mystery of the Trinity.

d resides 1n three different modes of e




Separate But One

Critics of Modalism appeared early in the
| century CE. Hippolytus, a church leader fi
and Tertullian of Carthage, North Afric
lieved the Modalists had gone too f.
rtrays Christ as separate fron
n to me by the Fathe







The Trinity

ere are three that bear record in heaven. t
he Word, and the Holy Ghost: and t

i e." — 1 John 5:7

came about as a way of




Divine Economy

Hippolytus and Tertullian each developed the 1d
> divine economy. There are three persons: the
the Son and the Holy Spirit. They are three
beings, but they are completely unified 1

tus states, “The Father 1 IS 1n :
ns, because ther S




’roblems With the Early Trinit

Though approaching the later orthodox
e of the Trinity, there were problems

ertullian states, “Thus the Fe

e Son, being greate




Origen of Alexandria

Origen born in Alexandria, Egypt (circ. 184-2

Viewed now as the greatest Christian theolc
fore the 4™ century debates, he was late
emned for perpetuating heresy.

'On First Principles (229




Origen of Alexandria

['o explain how Christ became human, Origen
1d that in the remote past, God created an
yrmous number of preexistent souls. They
to participate with the Son of God.

all the souls failed at their missic
) the failure, some bec




Origen of Alexandria

his soul clung with absolute devotion to the Word ¢
'1sdom of God, so close, in fact, that it became “G
its acts and feeling and thoughts...”

ohly infused Christ, the Word and Wisc
soul was used by God to establis
n souls that were now hum:




Arius of Alexandria

Born around 260 CE in Libya, Arius moved
xandria. He became a Christian priest in 31




The Arian Controversy

“The Arian controversy arose in Alexandria when the newly
tated presbyter Arius began to spread doctrinal views that were
to those of his bishop, St. Alexander of Alexandria. The
ed 1ssues centered on the natures and relationship of God (tk
and the Son of God (Jesus). Alexander maintained that t
e 1n just the same sense that the Father is, co-eternal
he could not be a true Son. Arius emphasized the
1 uniqueness of God the Father, meaning th
and infinite, and that therefore the F:
he Son's. Arius taught that tt




The Conversion of Constantine




Who Was Constantine?

A successful Roman general, then Emperor, Constantine's
ersion to Christianity...has to be understood in a particular we
hat 1s, I don't think we can understand Constantine as conve
1anity as an exclusive religion. Clearly he covered his b
antine was a consummate pragmatist and a consumr

He gauged well the upsurge in interest and suppot
/as receiving, and so...exported it in his owr

onverted to Christianity he was sti
what's important to understand
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The Council of Nicea

The Council of Nicea, which took place in 325, was a respons
a crisis that developed in the church over the teachings of a presby
anus), or priest, of the church in Alexandria. And his teachings
ested that Jesus was not fully divine, that Jesus was certainly a
atural figure of some sort, but was not God in the fullest se
onents...insisted that Jesus was fully divine. The Counc
alled to try to mediate that dispute. It all boils do
ence. And the debates in the 4th century abo
ith the Greek word that exemplifies
esus was homo usias with the fe
e as the father. The othe




The Original Nicene Creed

believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of all things visible an
ble; And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten from
only-begotten, that is, from the substance of the Father, God fro
light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one
ner, through Whom all things came into being, things 1
arth, Who because of us men and because of ou




CONCLUSION

1e earthly Jesus was viewed as an apocalyptic Jewish prophet preac
imminent arrival of the Kingdom of God. He and his followers r
also seen him as the long promised Messiah.

ief that Jesus was raised from the dead and ascended to &
b on the path to divinity.

» of his death, some Christians saw Jesus ¢
e human temporarily before
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