Decoding Spanish Cognates Using Suffixes and Prefixes
I. Some cognates are spelled the same way in Spanish & in English:


hotel_____________
original______________
hospital___________
popular______________


animal_____________
metal_______________

II. Some cognates are very similar with the English having a double consonant where Spanish does not.


profesión ____________
diferente__________________


comercial____________ inteligente__________________

II. There are some suffixes in Spanish which have English equivalents:

 Verbs:  Infinitives –ar,-er,-ir indicates an infinitive. For example: 


visitar = to visit

corresponder  = to correspond



preferir = prefer

Can you guess the English for the following verbs?


conversar ______________
dividir _________________


producir ____________
explorar _______________


Other Verbal Endings:        -ado, -ido = -ed, -ated
 


For example:  explorado = explorado,  producido = produced



 *used as adjectives. i.e: goods produced in the USA
Can you guess the English for the following verbs?


decorado_____________

preferido____________


dividido________________
estudiado____________

More Verbal Endings:


-ando, -iendo = -ing 
For example: decorando = decorating  








  dividiendo = dividing








 produciendo = producing
Can you guess the English for the following verbs?


visitando ____________

insistiendo_______________


estudiando____________
practicando_______________


conversando____________
respondiendo______________

Adverbs:
-mente = -ly 
For example: finalmente = finally








 especialmente = especially

Nouns:
-ancia = -ance
distancia = distance





importancia = importante


-encia = ence
independencia = independence







residencia = residence


- ción = -tion
combinación = combination







situación = situation


-dad, -tad  =-ity
identidad = identity






responsibilidad = responsibility






libertad = liberty



-ia, -io = -y

familia = family






industria = industry






adversario = adversary



-ismo = -ism 
realismo = realism



-ista = ist

optimista = optimist






realista = realist



-miento = ment
movimiento = movement






sentimiento = sentiment

Adjectives:  -ante = -ant
importante = important



   -ente = -ent
presente = present





diferente = different



-ico = -ic,

eléctrico = electric, energético = energetic



-ico - -ical

idéntico = identical





histórico = historical



-ivo = -ive

activo = active






impulsivo = impulsive



-oso = -ous

famoso = famous





nervioso = nervous
Other Spelling  Patterns: 

 
-f = ph
teléfono = telephone,
fonético = phonetic


-c = qu
único = unique


-c = -ck
atacar = attack


-et =-ect
adjetivo = adjective


-j = -x

ejercicio = exercise


-t = -th
norte = north

