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1. Format for class:
Day 1 & Day 2: Lecture/Video T Background Information (Author/Time Period)
Days 3-8: Lecture Notes on Chapters
Discussion Small Groups
Viewing Film TKM

2. Handout:
* Syllabi/Reading Schedule
3. Lecture:
A Notes on Author: Harper Lee

* Viewing: Chapter 1: New York (Leeos
Excerpt from: Hey Boo: Harper Lee and To Kill A Mockingbird
A documentary produced & written by Mary Murphy

A Notes on: Novel i To Kill A Mockingbird
A Characters; Setting; Critical Response; Literary Term

* Viewing: American Masters: Critical Response from Hey Boo Documentary
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NELLE HARPER LEE |

MASTER STORYTELLE

A Born Nelle Harper Lee on April 28,1926
in Monroeville, Alabama b

A Youngestof Amasa& Frances Finch.

I Father was a former newspaper editor and proprietor, who
had served as a state senator and practiced as a lawyer In
Monroeville Alabama

I Amasa once defended two black men accused of killing a
white storekeeper; both men, a father and son, were

hanged
A Direct descendent of Robert E. Lee

A 1944 Entered Huntingdon College in Montgomery



A 1945-1949 Studied Law at University of Alabama

I Spent a year at Oxford as a Fulbright Scholar
I At Alabama Lee wrote columns, feature stories, and satires
for the university newspaper and literary publications
A 1949 - Six months before finishing her studies, Lee
went to New York to pursue a literary career

IConsi dered her preparat.
training for :a wrhéeda elraawl
logical, precise thinking and because the cases

provide excellent and ur
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A Lee moved to New York City to pursue literary
career

A Worked initially as an Airline reservation clerk
with Eastern Air Lines and British Overseas
Alrways
I Spent her time outside the job writing sketches and

short stories; TKM originated as a series of stories

A 1959 Accompanied Truman Capote to Kansas
as a research assi st an
ondnmct i olnGoldBloodélD66) i




Birth of The Novel [By=v
i ToKill A Mockingbird e

November 1956 Lee found an agent

I December 1956 with a gift from some friends Lee took a
year off to work on her writing

A 1957 Lee submitted a manuscript - a lengthened
version of a short story to Tay Hohoff, an editor at J.
B. Lippincott a New York publisher

I Hahoffr ej ect ed the manuscript
like a series of short stories than a unified novelo

A 1958-1959 Lee revised and rewrote the story

FrJuly 11, 1960 Leeo0Os expandec

the novel To Kill A Mockingbird
T TKM remained on the bestseller list for 85 weeks 6




A 1961 i TKM was awarded Pulitzer Prize for
distinguished fiction

A 1st time, since 1942, that a woman had
been given the Pulitzer Prize

A 1962 To Kill A Mockingbird was made into
a movie starring Gregory Peck 4
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A Richard Sullivan hailed the novel as:

i A a first novel éof rar
admirably done that it must be called both
honorable and engrossing. 0

A Truman Capote wrote:

TnLee I S somewhat rar e @
the liveliest sense of life, and the warmest most
aut henti ¢ humor . o



n | never expected
with Mockingbird. | was hoping for a
quick and merciful death at the hands
of the reviewers but, at the same time,
| sort of hoped someone would like it
enough to give me encouragement.

Public encouragement. | hoped for a
little, as | said, but | got rather a whole
lot, and in some ways this was just
about as frightening as the quick,
mer ci ful death |

(Newquist, Roy, editor (1964).
Counterpoint. Chicago: Rand McNally)
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Video Excerpt
Chapter 1. Hey Boo: Harper Lee
by Mary McDonagh Murphy
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H EY. BOO. Harper Lee
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To Jull a
Mockingbird

7o Kill a Mockingbird became both
critical success when it was first published in 1960. It went on
to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later made into an
Academy Award-winaing film, aleo a clastic
Compassionate, dramatic, and decply moving,
7o Kill a Mockingbird sakes readers to the roots
/r’ k; J / a of human bthavior—fo innocence tnd experiesice: ~
: kindness and cruelty; love and hatred, humor and \& 0
. \ pathos. Now with over 18 million copics in print and F ’
DCk h 9 ll’d translated into ten languages, this regional story by & k L 7 &

a young Alabama woman claims universal appeal.
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Harper Lae Harper Lee always considered her book to be a ) % ¥
- P simple love stoey: Today i s tegarded ab's > Winner of the
masterpiéce of American literature, 'S PULITZER PRIZE ~
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Novel Setting: Location

Timeframe:
1933-1935

Locations:
Fictional town named Maycomb

AThe s eToKilaaMpckimgbird, by Harper Lee, is
based on the name of Harper Lee's home town
Monroeville.

After the American Civil War the abolition of slavery
had changed the legal position of Blacks in
American society. This freedom initially made
Blacks' lives much harder.

The Whites saw the Blacks as potential competitors
for jobs, particularly in the hard years of the Great
Economic Depression during to which To Kill a
Mockingbird is set.

It is also said in the book that the town was so small
that Atticus, a lawyer and a father of two, is related,
by either blood or marriage, to most of the people
living in the small town.

Since the Cunningham's were farmers, the Great
Depression hurt them the most. This is why they are very
poor and they can only eat
(10goldmockingbird.wikispaces.com)
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