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21,500 troops, pre-war. 

Few airplanes, ships. 

Long, exposed supply lines. 

“Undefended frontier.” 
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“A date that will live in infamy” 

1942 1943 
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      Began January 1942. 

Generations of discrimination. 

29,000 Nikkei a/o WWII. 



10 

Speculation of espionage. 

12,000 relocated (largest mass movement). 

4,000 deported to Japan. 

“It is the government’s plan to get these people out of B.C. 

   as fast as possible. It is my personal intention,  

   as long as I remain in public life, to see they never 

   come back here. Let our slogan be for British Columbia:  

  ‘No Japs from the Rockies to the seas.’” 

                                                 —Ian Mackenzie 
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All males 18-45 removed. 

100 mile “protected area.” 
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Fishing one of few occupations open. 

All 1,200 boats seized. 
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Pribilof Is. . . 
Unalaska Is. . . Ketchikan area 

1942 1943 

March 



15 



16 

24 hours to evacuate. 

881 dumped at  

  CCC camps, abandoned 

  canneries…) in SE Alaska. 

No support, medical aid. 
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Villages burned, looted during war. 

Older members died. 

Culture destroyed. 
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1942 1943 

Obsolete equipment. 

A wakeup call. 
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Kiska 

1942 1943 

Dutch Harbor 

Ft. Stevens 

Vancouver Is. 

Santa Barbara 

First land invasion on US soil 

   since the war of 1812. 

Attu 
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1942 1943 

Attu  Kiska Invasion 

Recapture 
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Dawson Creek 

Fairbanks 

1941 1942 1943 

7.5 months ! 

1350 miles 

6 miles/day! 
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800 miles long. 

48” diameter. 

$8 billion cost. 

70,000 workers. 
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90% of AK budget from Oil. 

Slower flow causes corrosion 

  & wax accumulation. 

5% annual drop. 
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For Lend-Lease aircraft delivery. 

Avgas for landing fields? 
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Fairbanks 

1943

Norman Wells 

Whitehorse 

Dawson Creek 

Through ‘terra incognito’. 

Fuel for NW Staging route. 

Fuel for Alaska highway. 
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Pres. Franklin Roosevelt 

Harold Ickes 

Sec. Interior 

Gen. Brehon Somervell 

“Dynamite in a Tiffany box” Richard Finnie 

Photographer 

Sen. Harry Truman 
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Construction began before  

   route surveyed. 



39 Indian guides George & “Little Edward” Blondin 
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Project not mentioned on 

   Bechtel’s corporate web site. 



44 1941 1942 1944 1945 1943 

Mackenzie River 

Slave River 

1170 mile 

Barge route 
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No maps.  No radios.  No information. 

Only field rations & ponchos. 

Barges sank in bad weather. 
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Overland winter road needed for volume.  

Couldn’t use rivers (pressure ridges). 
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Cut wood, built cabins, 

 wrestled pipe. 
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No mechanics, drivers, parts… 

3.5 hours of daylight. 

Bad climate & terrain = excessive wear, failures. 
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Parallel to pipeline. 

575 miles long. 
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Living quarters (for 8). 

Dragged by tractors. 
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Don’t disturb surface. 

Insulate with trees, gravel… 
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Note mosquito net 

Pile trees on roadway. 

Cut drainage ditches; put spoils on trees. 

Add gravel. 
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Welders were most skilled. 

Electric arc welding. 
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Laid 4” pipe on surface (oil hot & light). 

300 joints/day (22 ft lengths). 
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Ran diesel pumps on oil. 
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Built at narrow points. 

Swept away in spring. 
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Bad Welds 

Forest Fires 

Expansion Cracks 

Washouts 
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“Gentlemen: 

These rooms are solely provided for the recreation 

Of the girl employees and their invited guests. 

All others are requested not to loiter in these rooms.” 
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The Canol project used: 

     Hundreds of barges. 

     Tugboats. 

     Dozens of storage tanks. 

     A 16 mile portage. 

     9 landing strips. 

     475 miles of all-weather road. 

     475 miles of telephone line. 

     1500 mi of winter roads. 

     1600 miles of pipeline. 

     A crude oil refinery. 

     1.1M bbl of crude produced. 

 

 Spent $134M ($1.6B). 
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Produced only 10% of shipments sent by sea. 

 

Cost of avgas produced was 10X usual. 

 

Un-maintainable project. 

 

Complete disregard for environment. 

 

Unconscionable waste of resources. 
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“The waste in manpower and materials was 

greater than any act of sabotage by the 

enemy” 

   Truman Committee report 

 

 

“Canol delivered 1/10 of the oil that sea 

barges and tankers did for 10 times the 

price.” 

    Government report 
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2. The Military Industrial complex  

    was not to be denied. 

 

3. The U.S. Government acted horribly 

    towards some of its citizens. 

1. Fear of the enemy resulted in 

    bad policy & huge waste. 
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Other developments: 

Gov’t of Canada working a deal with the Metis 

Still no road to Norman Wells – winter road/air 

Aleuts being given attention. 
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“Japanese Resettlement” 

from CA, WA, OR, etc 
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WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible 

 protection against espionage and against sabotage to national defense 

 material, national defense premises, and national defense utilities… 

  

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President 

 of the United States, and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, 

 I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War…. to prescribe military 

 areas in such places and of such extent as he or the appropriate Military 

 Commander may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded,  

and with respect to which, the right of any person to enter, remain in, or leave  

shall be subject  to whatever restrictions the Secretary of War … may impose  

in his discretion.   The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for 

 residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, 

 food, shelter and other accommodations as may be  necessary… 

1941 1942 1944 1945 1943 
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Ansel Adams 
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Happy campers 
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Tule Lake

Heart Mt.
Minidoka

Topaz

Manzanar

Poston

Gila River

Granada

Rohwer

Jerome

NM

AZ

NV

OR

WA

ID

WY

OK

TX

MN

Exclusion Zone 
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Families separated. 

No Bill of Rights. 



90 

1988 Apology & Compensation. 

$20,000 per living evacuee. 
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For lend-lease aircraft to Russia 
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Ft. Simpson 
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Norman Wells 
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